
 

Christmas already, and what a great first 
term it has been! I have had the great pleas-
ure of attending the Carol Service, the Pre-
Prep Nativity, and a wonderful interactive 
Science quiz to name but a few. 

Carol services are always special occasions, 
however this was the first time I have wit-
nessed carols written and composed by pu-
pils performed as part of one. I have to say 
that the quality of those that were chosen to 
be performed was very high indeed. A little 
known secret is that, when a carol was being 
practised in assembly and having attended 
many services, I wondered why I did not rec-
ognise such a beautiful song. I was unaware 
that this carol was written by a boy in Year 
5! Not only was the composition of these 
carols impressive, so too was the fact that all 
boys sang in the service and without any 
words. Our soloists all showed huge confi-
dence and sang excellently – well done to all 
involved, and in particular, Mrs Reed, who 
masterminded the entire event. The prepa-
ration for something such as this begins 
weeks before and often goes unnoticed. 

It is no surprise that the older boys perform 
so well when they clearly learn their craft 
from the moment they enter the school. The 
Pre-Prep Nativity, ‘The Bossy King’ was simp-
ly superb. Again, not a script was in sight and 
the boys put on three magnificent perfor-
mances in front of a considerable number of 
people. I said at the end of the Nativity that 
it takes a huge effort to speak in front of so 
many people, particularly when you are 
young. We can sometimes take for granted 
the confidence displayed on these occasions, 
but I honestly believe each boy earned their 
Headmaster’s Award. 

I wish you all a very merry Christmas and 
look forward to seeing you all again in the 
New Year! 
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FROM THE HEADMASTER POEM OF THE WEEK 

TALKING TURKEYS!! 

Be nice to yu turkeys dis Christmas 

Cos turkeys jus wanna hav fun 

Turkeys are cool, turkeys are wicked 

An every turkey has a Mum. 

Be nice to yu turkeys dis Christmas, 

Don’t eat it, keep it alive, 

It could be yu mate an not on yu plate 

Say, Yo! Turkey I’m on your side. 

 

I got lots of friends who are turkeys 

An all of dem fear Christmas time, 

Dey wanna enjoy it, dey say humans destroyed it 

An humans are out of dere mind, 

Yeah, I got lots of friends who are turkeys 

Dey all hav a right to a life, 

Not to be caged up an genetically made up 

By any farmer an his wife. 

 

Turkeys jus wanna play reggae 

Turkeys jus wanna hip-hop 

Can yu imagine a nice young turkey saying, 

‘I cannot wait for de chop’? 

Turkeys like getting presents, dey wanna 

Watch Christmas TV, 

Turkeys hav brains an turkeys feel pain 

In many ways like yu an me. 

 

I once knew a turkey called 

Turkey 

He said ‘Benji explain to me please, 

Who put de turkey in Christmas 

An what happens to Christmas tress?’ 

I said, ‘I am not too sure turkey 

But it’s nothing to do wid Christ Mass 

Humans get greedy an waste more dan need be 

An business men mek loadsa cash.’ 

 

Be nice to yu turkey dis Christmas 

Invite dem indoors fe sum greens 

Let dem eat cake an let dem partake 

In a plate of organic grown beans, 

Be nice to yu turkey dis Christmas 

An spare dem de cut of de knife, 

Join Turkeys United an dey’ll be delighted 

An yu will mek new friends ‘FOR LIFE’. 

 

Benjamin Zephaniah 



 

 

During the competition, The Abbey school 
took an early lead but then St. Neot’s went 
out in front and led to the very end of the 
competition.  However, in the final question, 
Daneshill had caught up and scored maximum 
points to beat St. Neot’s by a score of 2090 to 
2080.  It was a very tense finale and congratu-
lations to Daneshill on their triumph!  We 
wish them luck in the final.  Our boys per-
formed very respectably with Team 1 finish-
ing 5th with 1535 points and Team 2 finishing 
7th out of the 11 local teams that took part.  I 
was very pleased with their effort and atti-
tude in the quiz and in the practice leading up 
to it. 

The other teams were very positive about our 
hospitality and how the quiz was run so 
thanks to Jerry for sorting out the arrange-
ments in the hall, Stacey in the kitchen for 
organising the refreshments afterwards and 
the office staff for arranging parking and es-
corting the groups down to the hall. 

D. James 

 

explain their Maths homework to them, and 
that the Year 8s could do just that, made 
them heroes.  Sometimes just being the right 
person, in the right place, at the right time is 
all you need to be a hero.  So, we can all be 
heroes! 

D. Andrew 

 

 

 

On Tuesday 10th September, St. Edward’s 
hosted the Area Heat of the Year 5 and 6 Na-
tional Science Quiz Championships.  This is a 
fiercely fought contest with the children 
working in teams to answer questions using 
voting pads and electronic scoring.  The pre-
senter explained each answer after each 
question so it was interesting for everyone in 
the room. 

We had two teams:  Fraser, Robert, Adam 
and Ollie Ireland (a last minute substitution 
for Samuel Redman who was unfortunately ill 
on the day) in team 1 and Branson, Henry, 
James and Gaurav in team 2.  The rest of Year 
5 and 6 were spectators and supporters, ab-
sorbing information and helping create a 
home-team advantage.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Everyone needs a superhero?  Right?  But the 
Year 5s soon learnt that the many superhe-
roes that are out there; Spiderman, Super-
man, Ghostbusters are not all they’re cracked 
up to be.  They weren’t of any use to the Year 
5s and their homework problem, and for all 
their superpowers they just couldn’t save the 
day.   Thank goodness for the superhero in 
each and every one of us!  The Year 8s saved 
the day and showed the Year 5s that you 
don’t need special powers to be a superhero. 

YEAR 5 AND 6 NATIONAL SCIENCE QUIZ CHAMPIONSHIP  
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5A ASSEMBLY 



 

 

 

All boys did well to persevere with this chal-
lenge and many seemed to enjoy tackling 
trickier Maths and applying logic to problems 
that certainly expected them to think ‘out of 
the box’ and read the questions carefully. All 
in all, this is an experience that encourages 
enthusiasm and boosts confidence with 
mathematics. We are proud of all the boys 
that took part and presented Bronze, Silver 
and Gold certificates to boys that achieved 
particularly impressive scores in Celebration 
Assembly. 

 

T Hunt 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Monday 16th November, Year 6 and se-
lected Year 5 pupils, took part in the national 
‘PRIMARY MATHEMATICS CHALLENGE’. It is 
hosted by the Mathematics Association every 
November and thousands of schools across 
the country take part. Pupils have 45 minutes 
to complete a paper full of challenging math-
ematical puzzles and calculations. The boys 
have been practising for a number of weeks 
and this week they had their chance to com-
plete the ‘real thing’! The language used and 
the way the questions are asked to make pu-
pils think, shows that not all mathematics 
questions come down to your mathematical 
knowledge, but rather your interpretation of 
the questions and in some case reading the 
questions thoroughly! 
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PRIMARY MATHS CHALLENGE 



  

 

 

A BUMPER HAUL FOR READIFOOD! 
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This is a report on the Year 5 and 6 visit to the 

Slough STW (Sewage Treatment Works) on 

Tuesday 10th November.  Although one may 

be mistaken in thinking that the report was 

written by myself: from insulting an entire 

region of the country and some dis-

gusting comparisons, this report was in fact 

written by the very talented Adam Richmond-

Coggan.  Thanks Adam! 

"My general impression of Slough sewage 

works is a good one. The people there helped 

to make everything simple so that we could 

understand it, and the activities they had for 

us to do were ones that we could easily enjoy. 

My favourite parts were having a bird's eye 

view of the treatment plant by going up to the 

top management station; and standing on a 

walkway with holes in the floor, over some 

"fresh frothy hot chocolate"! 

 

 

SEWAGE TREATMENT WORKS - WHAT A WASTE OF TIME! 

Page 7 St. Edward’s Prep 

I really enjoyed an activity that we did of 

cleaning "poo soup". The soup was made by 

adding various things to water: yellow food 

colouring; hot chocolate powder; raisins; toi-

let paper; and rainbow lentils. We cleaned it 

by making some filters using different materi-

als and then pouring the soup through. We 

used (in order) coffee filter paper, sand, grav-

el, sand, gravel, and then scientific filter pa-

per. It would have worked better if we had 

used cotton wool at the top and the bottom 

and in between the different substances. 

One surprise was that I was expecting it to be 

more smelly. A lot more. In fact, it just 

smelled a little bit like Cornwall (I mean that 

it smelt like the seaside). Overall, I feel that it 

was a good trip and I can't wait to book a 

family visit - perhaps at Christmas time!" 

D. James 



  

 

The St. Edward’s Prep annual Cross-Country 

of 2015 yet again provided an opportunity for 

all boys to test themselves against their peers 

and the environment. With around 70 boys 

from Years 3 to 8 running simultaneously 

around the 1.5-mile course, the anticipation 

and bustle for the leading places would be as 

fierce as it was in previous years.  

Conditions on the day were ideal for running; 

there had been some light rain, but on the 

whole the ground was not particularly slip-

pery. The start of the race proved to be a 

frantic charge for prime position, as each par-

ticipant fought eagerly to get ahead of the 

remainder of the field. Within no time at all a 

mass of bodies had spread across the open 

space of the Prospect Park course and the 

race was in full flow. The boys attacked the 

course with great energy and the determina-

tion of many to outwit their closest rival was 

clear to see, as runners tried to claim those 

all-important point-scoring places for their 

house team. 

The boys worked extremely hard to match 

and beat the times and performances in pre-

vious outings on the course. Ollie Lewis was 

the overall winner, finishing the run in an im-

pressive 9.03, followed closely by Daniel 

Hewitt and Branson Rizzo, in second and third 

respectively. It was particularly pleasing to  
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see the newest members of the prep school, 
Year 3, perform so well and take to the chal-
lenge with such enthusiasm. The determina-
tion and efforts of all those involved showed 
just how much improvement and commit-
ment the boys continue to make in their 
sporting pursuits. 

After the competitors had crossed the line 
and regrouped in their house areas, everyone 
keenly awaited the announcement of the 
places and points. Every boy had given their 
utmost, and everyone involved from Year 3 
to Year 8 was congratulated by proud parents  

and teammates for their contribution and 
achievements on the day. When all was said 
and done, St. Patrick’s were crowned win-
ners, pipping St. Andrew’s to victory by just 
one point! 

The event itself was a tremendous success 
and my thanks go to the boys who made this 
such a well-contested sporting spectacle. In 
addition, huge appreciation must also go to 
the PTA for their continued support with such 
a wonderful and creative contribution to the 
refreshments stand. Much appreciation goes 
to all the staff, coaches and parents who 
helped with marshalling the course, encour-
aging all the boys and collecting results at the 
finish line. Without their support, this event 
simply would not be possible.  

 

J. Fearn 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST. EDWARD’S PREP ANNUAL CROSS COUNTRY 



  

 

OVERALL HOUSE POSITIONS & POINTS: 
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CROSS COUNTRY RESULTS 

POSITION NAME TIME YEAR HOUSE TEAM 

GOLD JACOB BANGS 10.21 3 PATRICK’S 

SILVER OLIVER CREW 10.52 3 DAVID’S 

BRONZE LOUIS FRITH 10.49 3 GEORGE’S 

POSITION NAME TIME YEAR HOUSE TEAM 

GOLD TOM HEWITT 9.40 4 GEORGE’S 

SILVER JAMES WEBB 10.05 4 PATRICK’S 

BRONZE ISAAC SPERRIN 10.17 4 ANDREW’S 

POSITION NAME TIME YEAR HOUSE TEAM 

GOLD BRANSON RIZZO 9.30 5 ANDREW’S 

SILVER ALEX LANGTON 10.00 5 PATRICK’S 

BRONZE REISS-ALEXANDER RUSSELL-DENNY 10.16 5 DAVID’S 

POSITION NAME TIME YEAR HOUSE TEAM 

GOLD OLIVER LEWIS 9.03 6 ANDREW’S 

SILVER DANIEL HEWITT 9.14 6 GEORGE’S 

BRONZE JASPER BROMFIELD 9.32 6 PATRICK’S 

POSITION NAME TIME YEAR HOUSE TEAM 

GOLD RORY WORTH 9.56 7/8 DAVID’S 

SILVER SAM O’BRIEN 10.33 7/8 ANDREW’S 

BRONZE DOMINIQUE BOUNANG 11.30 7/8 DAVID’S 

1ST ST PATRICK’S HOUSE 73 PTS 

2ND ST ANDREW’S HOUSE 72 PTS 

3RD ST GEORGE’S HOUSE 71 PTS 

4TH ST DAVID’S HOUSE 58 PTS 



   

 

The first St Edward’s carol writing competi-
tion resulted in five carols, written by the 
boys, being performed at our annual Carol 
Service.  All carols were submitted by half 
term.  Feedback was written and winners an-
nounced on our return to school and rehears-
als began the same day.   

There were two outright winners: – 

The Nature of the Birth of Jesus was a col-
laboration between the Pappenberger broth-
ers and comprised beautiful and moving lyrics 
written by Anton (Year 4) and a haunting mel-
ody composed by Isaac (Year 2). 

 

Years 7 and 8 set the mood as the congrega-
tion entered the church with a version of 
Deck the Halls played on chimes and sung 
with gusto.  All classes presented two or 
three carols in which words were clearly ar-
ticulated and singing was tuneful and confi-
dent.  Solos were sung by Oliver Hunt, Alex 
Luong, Jacob Bangs, Nathan Hand and Yad-
veer Gill in Year 3;  by Adam Richmond-
Coggan, Oliver Ireland, Reiss-Alexander Rus-
sell Denny, Branson Rizzo and Pierce Brown 
in Year 5;  by Ansh Barot, Jasper Bromfield, 
Kelphala Katta, Jai Mohan and Fraser Robert-
son in Year 6; by Sharoz Hayat in Year 7 and 
by Keshav Joshi, Fahed Alsalem and Rory 
Worth in Year 8.    There was a fabulous re-
sponse to the call for soloists and all ac-
quitted themselves brilliantly. 

The boys’ own compositions gave an inter-
esting insight into their hidden creative tal-
ents and inspired a special poignancy in the 
singing of them by their peers. 

The Head Boy, Keshav Joshi and Deputy Head 
Boy, Anish Bhadresa read lessons clearly and 
meaningfully and Father Nicholas gave an 
entertaining and interactive address, drawing 
amusing responses from the boys on ‘the 
most important thing about Christmas’ and 
making a play on the words ‘presents’ and 
‘presence’.  Andrew Bosley, the organist, ac-
companied the congregation carols and 
brought the service to a peaceful and joyful 
end with beautiful music as people left the 
church – our thanks to him and to Father    
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On Their Way to Bethlehem, was an upbeat 
and irresistibly singable carol, with tune and 
words composed by Oliver Ireland (Year 5).    

Three other carols were also presented – 
Room at the Inn by Adam Richmond-Coggan 
(Year 5), Lonely Snowman by Branson Rizzo 
(Year 5) and Christmas Time by Zachary Tay-
lor-Clague (Year 3). 

Congratulations to all who were inspired to 
compose and who produced such diverse and 
entertaining results. 

J. Reed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nicholas for allowing us to celebrate Christ-
mas in the lovely surroundings of All Saints 
Church. 

CAROL COMPETITION 

CAROL SERVICE 



   

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Monday 14th December all 
Prep boys were introduced to 
Mathematics within Chess by Dr 
John Upham, Chess Master and 
current leader of the Chess Club 
at St Edward’s. 

Dr Upham gave the boys a history 
of how the game of Chess was 
invented and then gave them sev-
eral interesting problems to solve 
that involved chess but required 
Maths and problem solving to 
solve. Boys pondered over questions such as 
‘How many squares are there on a 
chess board?’ (and it isn’t 64!); ‘How 
is Pythagoras’ theory different in the 
triangles on a chess board?’ and 
even how the score of each chess 
piece can be calculated using alge-
bra. It certainly made the boys think 
and realise how much Mathematics 
is involved in the game of Chess. 

 

T. Hunt 
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MORE CAROL SERVICE PICS... 

CHESS DAY 


