
 

Welcome back to all our existing and 
new St. Edward’s boys.  We’ve all settled 
back into the school routine and wel-
come Mrs Swift, Mrs Carlisle-Smith, Mr 
Jacob and Mrs Mayer who have joined 
the team this term. 

Over the summer break many of you 
kindly completed our annual question-
naire for parents.  This has produced 
some very useful feedback for us to work 
with during the academic year and more 
information on specific responses can be 
found in this newsletter.  I am delighted 
that the vast majority of our parents are 
very pleased with the provision we offer 
but, as always, we are striving to im-
prove still further. 

Our Monthly Briefings were rated by 
those that attended as 100% useful so I 
have added a list of the topics we plan to 
cover for the year to the end of this 
newsletter. Please do try and come along 
if you can, particularly to the Curriculum 
Information Meeting on 29th as we will 
be talking about our plans for collabora-
tive homework, assessment and grade 
cards as well as providing you with an 
overview of the curriculum in the core 
subjects.  I look forward to seeing as 
many of you there as possible. 
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FROM MR MOTTRAM 

Well done to all the following boys who 
received House Point Awards for Summer 
Term 2014 

GOLD 

Keshav Joshi                    Stratos Voudouris 

Yuhanis Muneer             Rishabh Ramesha 

Sachin Vara                      Kit Haley 

Ansh Barot                       Varun Chaganty 

Henry Silcock                   Joe Tomblin 

Ben Campbell                  Jasper Bromfield 

Gaurav Bains 

SILVER 

Shalom Robinson                Anish Bhadresa 

Theo Trood                           Raheel Farooq 

Alex Langton 

Adam Richmond-Coggan (Spring Term 
upgraded from Bronze) 

BRONZE 

James Fox                          Siddharth Jani 

Sam O’Brien                      Sulaiman Ahmed 

Dev Mohan                       Josh Sperrin 

Jathu Ananthasothy        Ollie Lewis 

Arturo Dezon                   Daljeet Hansra 

Robert Page-Mason       Fraser Robertson 

Jonathan Jones               Diamond Edwards 

Daniel Hewitt                  Oliver Langton 

James Perry 

 

MUSIC 

Keshav Joshi was made Head Chorister 



 

 

held him at the forefront of events such as 
this and since his demolition job of ‘9min 
17secs’ in the rather soggy 2013 Cross-
Country event he continued to produce high 
quality athletic performances with 5 new rec-
ords set in the 100m Sprint, 1500m, High 
Jump, Long Jump and 4 x 100m Relay.   

There were many notable efforts from all the 
boys and this shows how using a venue such 
as Palmer Park can raise the expectations and 
performance of everyone taking part. Yet, on 
a day such as this, it may not be necessary to 
focus solely on the result, but moreover to 
appreciate wholly the effort and determina-
tion displayed by those involved, as sport re-
ally is about the achievement of not just one, 
but everyone. 

 As in 2013, the honours went to a very strong
-willed and spirited St. Patrick’s Team who 
were clearly a step ahead of the opposition, 
out-gunning the three remaining houses by 
quite a significant margin and denying St. An-
drew’s another Sports Day title. 

Alas, we come to the end of an event that 
showed just how far the students have pro-
gressed over the year and how well the boys 
work as a team in trying to achieve a common 
goal. It leaves me little to add, but to congrat-
ulate every single athlete and competitor on 
what was a truly gripping and enjoyable 
outing on the Palmer Park Stadium and I do 
hope the commitment and energy continue 
not only in the Sports Day event itself, but in 
every sporting endeavour throughout the 
next academic year. 

I would like to thank all the staff who contrib-
uted throughout the planning stages and run-
ning of this superb event. We look forward to 
surpassing the quality and outstanding per-
formances in the 2015 event. 

I would also like to personally thank Mrs 
Langton, Mr Peshcek, Mr Bromfield and Mrs 
Scott-Brent for their continued help in the 
scoring of this event. As with the 2013 Sports 
Day, they maintained a very high standard of 
officiating and time-keeping throughout each 
of the individual and relay races – your assis-
tance is always very much appreciated.  

Finally, a huge well done to all the boys in-
volved for such an incredible all-round effort! 

Mr. Bond 

As in 2013, the St. Edward’s School Annual 
Sports Day of 2014 was an incredibly exciting 
and successful event.  The event was held for 
the third consecutive year at Palmer Park 
Athletics Stadium, a venue that just seems to 
inspire the boys to achieve better on each 
occasion – this year’s results certainly justify 
and highlight this fact! 

From the very first of the sprint races, it was 
clear the competition was going to be fierce 
and the pursuit for top positions in each 
event as close as ever. There were some 
strongly contested team and individual com-
petitions with every participant working hard 
to pitch their skills against each other and the 
opposing house teams, with St Patrick’s 
House vying to retain their title!  

Following on from last year, there were an 
astonishing ‘26 New Records’ set throughout 
the day. There were a number of prominent 
and very high calibre individual performanc-
es, notably from Henry Temple in Year 4 who 
set 4 new records in the 75m Sprint, 800m, 
Long Jump and Discus – absolutely brilliant! 
Not to be outdone, Henry’s Year 4 colleague 
Ollie Lewis, not only set new records in the 
75m Sprint and the 800m, but finished in the 
top three of every event he entered bar one 
(where we think he had a quick ‘sleep’ to re-
cover for the final relay!). Kelphala Katta also 
set an incredible distance in the 400g Javelin, 
launching his winning throw and setting a 
new record of 14.30m, increasing the previ-
ous record by 90cms – this was the first time 
the Year 4 boys had thrown a 400g Javelin 
and they all performed above expectation.  

In the senior section of the school, one ath-
lete stood head and shoulders above his 
peers. Although he did not manage to set any 
new records on this, his final Sports Day 
outing at St Edward’s, Dillon Xavier took first 
place in the 7 & 8s competition in no less 
than 6 events. These victories were achieved 
in 100m, High Jump, Discus, Javelin, Shot Putt 
and the 4 x 100m Relay – an absolutely su-
perb solo effort on the day!   

Equally, Sports Day is an occasion and event 
where ‘Superstars’ are born and there was 
one unbelievable stand-out performance 
from none other than our resident ‘Speed 
King’, Noah Walcott in Year 6. Yet again, No-
ah’s grace, balance and strength have always  

SPORTS DAY 2014 
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in a single year! It was for the reasons 

above that the U10 & 11A Rugby and 

Football Squads were awarded Team of 

the Year with the U9A Rugby Squad the 

Most Improved Team of 2013-14 – a 

‘MASSIVE’ well done to all of you! 

This year there have been many superb 

individual performances, and the list of 

award winners clearly demonstrates their 

commitment and determination shown 

over the year. Reiss-Alexander Russell-

Denny achieved awards as Best Performer 

in Year 3 for Football, Cricket and Swim-

ming – his quality was evident throughout 

the whole year and he is without doubt 

one of our most talented students and a 

genuine example to those around him. 

Other notable individual performances 

came from Noah Walcott (Yr6) who was 

yet again king of the cross-country and 

excelled on Sports Day with numerous 

new records. Joshua Sperrin (Yr5), 

showed what a difference a year can 

make, with two awards in Rugby for his 

improvement and transformation into a 

much fiercer competitor and superb all-

round team player.  

However, our Sports Person of the Year 

2014 was achieved by Oliver Bailey who 

over the time I have been at St. Edward’s 

has shown a level of drive, passion and 

relentlessness that has been unparalleled 

within his peers - a huge well done to Oli-

ver who incidentally joins our previous 

three recipients of this award at Reading 

Blue Coat School.  

The Sports Evening also provided the op-

portunity for a number of students to 

have a well-earned send off from St. Ed-

ward’s as many will be saying goodbye to 

the house teams, squads and friends who  

 

The St. Edward’s School Sports Award 

Evening celebrated the outstanding 

efforts and achievements of students in 

all sports from Year 3 to Year 8 during the 

2013-2014 academic year. This year in 

particular has been unbelievably success-

ful, and with so many highlights it would 

be almost impossible to list them all. We 

had some outstandng performances in all 

competitive fixtures, with our U10 & 11A 

squad in Football winning nearly 100% of 

their matches, with one draw and no loss-

es. They scored 5-plus goals on numerous 

occasions and showed a level of quality 

that is rare for such a young side.  

Similarly, the U10 & 11A Rugby squad had 

an unbeaten season performing brilliantly 

against some tough opposition displaying 

great intensity and consistency through-

out. They scored a huge number of tries, 

regularly clocking up 40+ points in a 

game, tackled like demons and punched 

holes through defences as though they 

were made of butter – always a sight to 

behold. This squad also remained unbeat-

en with a 100% winning record and for 

many it was the last time they would play 

in a St. Edward’s jersey, so a deserving 

and fitting end to their rugby careers in 

the school.  

The U9A Rugby squad also won 100% of 

their regular school matches, remaining 

undefeated throughout every match; 

there were some superb individual efforts 

this year with three Year 4 players playing 

in the Year 5 squad at the Annual St. 

George’s Rugby 7’s Tournament – they 

were superb on the day and showed what 

can be achieved with the right mental ap-

proach. Rugby has grown massively in re-

cent years and never have we had three 

teams achieve this level of performance  

SPORTS AWARDS NIGHT 
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need a new hamster to return order to the 
science lab".  His wish was granted as James 
and Matthew Perry, kindly selected a new 
female hamster and taught her the neat party 
trick of eating a hamster treat (half the size of 
her) whole. 

If boys would like to sign up for animal moni-
toring or you would like to take an animal 
over the holiday, please get in touch.  I apolo-
gize in advance, if you have to deal with any 
animal divorce settlements while they are 
with you. 

D. James 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

they have played alongside and fought 
against over the years.  

It will be sad to see the boys move on but I 
am certain the skills, motivation and drive 
they have shown will stand them in good 
stead for the future. So finally, I bid farewell 
and thank all those who have made the expe-
rience, success and profile of sport so promi-
nent over the last four years. It gives me 
great pleasure to wish all the boys good luck 
in the years to come and I do hope they con-
tinue to push the boundaries and limits of 
sports performance to the maximum.    

Mr Bond 

Director of Sport 

So after 3 years, Cod and Chips (the two fish) 
decided to get married.  Poor Ketchup (the 
baby fish) felt so rejected that she sadly 
passed away.  Hearing all of this news, was 
too much for poor Draughts (the hamster) 
who then proceeded to pass away.  However, 
the snails decided that getting married was 
an excellent idea.  They quickly got married 
and have started a family with new baby 
snails.  Mr James on hearing the news about 
the snails, almost passed away him-
self!  "Methinks", he said to himself, "that I  
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The first St. Edward’s Summer Cabaret rolled 

out a plethora of talent from boys, staff and 

parents.  Two hours became three and a half, 

and there was still an audience for Violet 

Class, the final act, which brought blessed 

relief for me – nothing to do but sit back and 

listen – and which was the perfect end to the 

evening.   There wasn’t a single dud act I 

think everyone would agree and the technical 

team were magnificent, especially Will, the 

sound engineer.  I can’t judge the success of 

the evening because I was backstage trying to 

keep up with everything but I am reliably in-

formed that a lot of people had a lot of fun!   

Grateful thanks are offered to the trainers 

from the Reading Community Gospel Choir  - 

Gemma Cudjoe, Peter French, Nicole and Es-

ther Fleary-Griffiths, and to the pianist Nick 

Marshall.  The rehearsals and the perfor-

mance were exhilarating and unforgettable.  

Thanks also to Vineet Singh, Shamus, Dhanyal 

and Idris Butt for their beautiful rendition of 

Allah Hoo which I personally found to be like 

a soothing balm as I tried to silently load per-

cussion tables in the darkness of the wings.  

Thanks to Mark the Magician for table enter-

tainments – as in the best clubs in town!  

Thanks to Mr Anderson and Mr James for 

hippopotamising, for jokes, for singing, and 

for keeping the energy levels constant – a 

brilliant job as Masters of Ceremony! 

 

SUMMER CABARET 
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Staff support in all the inevitable administra-

tion was hugely appreciated.  Mrs Glass and 

Mrs Cottle sorted all the costumes in the 

week beforehand and were backstage with 

Mrs Andrew helping with quick changes on 

the evening. Mrs Buik sold vast quantities of 

tickets.  Mr Mottram loaded and unloaded 

the minivan (twice!) and marshalled groups 

of excited boys before their performances.  

Thanks of course to parents who helped with 

props and costumes - feedback has been 

overwhelmingly positive.   Plans and im-

provements for the next cabaret are already 

under discussion.  I thought the boys were 

magnificent and performed under difficult 

circumstances in an unknown venue without 

previous rehearsal.  So the biggest thanks of 

all go to our lovely St. Edward’s boys. 

Mrs Reed 

 

 



  

 

Welcome back everyone and we trust you all 
had an enjoyable summer break.  Berzerk 
Productions are looking forward to an inspir-
ing term in all our school classes. Some lovely 
creative projects have been planned for 
showing near to Christmas.  Some of our 
school students are also appearing in Oliver 
at the Hexagon from September 24 – 27. This 
classic family show is looking great in rehears-
als, so why not come along and support local 
theatre and the children involved. Well done 
to those that also auditioned and were cast in  

 

 

 

NEWS FROM BERZERK 

Page 6 St. Edward’s School 

The Little Mermaid. This production will 
premiere (first showing in Reading area) in 
December at The Oakwood Centre, Woodley. 
Our last three years shows have sold out so 
do come along and see why Berzerk’s shows 
are a real family treat, box office opens soon. 
Do join our facebook/berzerkproductions or  
website mailing  ww.berzerkproductions.com 
list for full information on everything Berzerk 
for young people.  

M. Whitelock 

 



  

 

Another fantastic set of results from our 
LAMDA boys, well done to you all and thank 
you Berzerk! 

Jasper Bromfield   Merit  
Aniket Sampath    Distinction 
Yuhanis Muneer   Distinction  
Fraser Robertson   Merit  
Theo Trood    Merit  
Samuel Redman   Merit  
Elias Cevikel-li    Merit 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Goring and Streatley junior, Anish Bhadresa, a 
member of the BB&O Golf Partnership's Jun-
ior Academy at Downshire, top scored in the 
fifth junior competition of the season to win 
the boys aged 13 and under category at 
Mentmore GC on Wednesday, August 27th. 
Anish (24hcp) scored 41 points - the highest 
score of the day - to win by four points 

 

 

LAMDA RESULTS 
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Pierce Brown   Merit  
Dillon Bromfield   Merit  
Abeer Gogia    Merit  
James Mumford   Merit  
Henri Maisonneuve  Distinction  
Nathan Hand   Merit  
Mwangi Maina   Merit  
Samuel Hussey   Distinction  
Yadveer Gill    Merit  
Christian Garang   Merit  
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LOTS MORE 

PICTURES ON 
THE SCHOOL 

WEBSITE 

When you go down to the woods today 

you’re in for a big surprise… 

When you go down to the woods today you’d 

better go in disguise… 

For every Year 2 boy that ever there was… 

went to Mrs Daley-Franks’  house for a picnic 

and then explored Pamber Forest!  

Pamber Forest is a Site of Special Scientific 

Interest and there was certainly a lot to see…

where and how moss grows (when asked 

what the green ‘soft stuff’ was I had answers 

ranging from astroturf to seaweed….this is 

why we take the boys to the woodlands…

education!) which we discovered was always 

on the north side of a tree because it is cool-

er. We also saw funghi of varying sizes, brack-

en, holly and silver birch trees. We were un-

lucky not to see a deer leaping through the 

undergrowth but I think it probably was not 

quiet enough for deer! We climbed over a 

stile and went through a kissing gate. Much 

hilarity over the name!!. 

Throughout the walk we were accompanied 

by Alfie who was of very much interest. He is 

my black Labrador and as we are looking at 

 

Mrs Silcock was very pleased with the stand-

ard of the Holiday Diaries submitted this 

term.  Housepoints were awarded to boys 

who had made an extra special effort to cre-

ate an interesting diary for us to read. 
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information books and writing our own de-

scriptive phrases about dogs, he was a mov-

ing source of inspiration.  

The weather could not have been better for 

us…the sun shone and there was not a cloud 

in the sky. Summer is not yet a distant 

memory. Long may it last!  

R. Daley-Franks 

YEAR 2 HAVE FUN IN THE FOREST 

WONDERFUL HOLIDAY DIARIES 



  

 

Our Form Captains for this term are; 

Pre-prep   Dimeji Adebayo 

Year 3    Abeer Gogia 

Year 4    Gaurav Bains 

Year 5    Raheel Farooq 

Year 6C   Ben Mayer 

Year 6J   Sulaiman Ahmed 

Year 7    Noah Walcott 

Year 8    Anthony Jones 

 

Thank you very much to all those that took 
the time to complete our annual Parent 
Questionnaire this year.  It is an invaluable 
form of feedback for us to use moving for-
ward and I thought you may be interested to 
see some of the very pleasing results we re-
ceived! 
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FORM CAPTAINS 

PARENT QUESTIONNAIRE RESULTS 2014 



  

 

You will have seen from our Questionnaire 
feedback on the previous page that 100% of 
people that attended one of our Monthly 
Briefings found them useful.  We have listed  
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below the topics that we will be covering this 
year so that you can pencil the ones of inter-
est in your diaries! 

2014/2015 MONTHLY BRIEFINGS 

6.30PM TOPIC DETAIL 

29TH
 

SEPTEMBER 

YOU ARE 
URGED TO 

ATTEND THIS 

CURRICULUM  

INFORMATION,  

NATIONAL CURRICULUM 
LEVELS, HOMEWORK 
AND GRADE CARDS 

Mrs Andrew, Mr James and Mr 
Mottram will do a short talk on 
the curriculum for the core sub-
jects.  Mr Mottram will then talk 
about National Curriculum Levels 

and Grade Cards.  Mrs Andrew 
and Mr Fearn will then introduce 

you to our new Collaborative 
Homework initiative 

20TH 

OCTOBER 

A WALK AROUND OUR 
WEBSITE 

Mrs Glass will talk through our 
methods of communication and 
how to find information quickly 

24th
   Mr James will talk about revision 

methods and exam technique 
(pertinent to Year 6 upwards) 

26TH
   Mr Fearn will talk about the  

History Curriculum 

23RD
   Mr James will talk about the Sci-

ence Curriculum 

23RD
   Mr Mottram and Mrs Silcock will 

talk about senior school options  

(pertinent to Year 4, 5 and 6) 

18TH 

MAY 

  

TRANSITION 

Mrs Silcock and Mrs Moss will 
talk about moving from Pre-prep 

to Prep and the expectations 
challenges for the boys (Year 2 

29TH
 

JUNE 

 

GETTING BOYS TO READ 

Mrs Andrew will suggest ways of  
encouraging your son to read 


