
 

I’d like to start by saying a heartfelt ‘thank 
you’! Over the past two months I have been 
so warmly welcomed into the wonderful St 
Edward’s community by parents, children 
and staff alike. This is a superb school and it 
is clear that everyone involved with it works 
together to make it thus. 

No better was this demonstrated than dur-
ing Dangerous Day for Boys; boys took huge 
pride in showing people around their class-
rooms, parents and staff gave freely of their 
own time and it all culminated in a very spe-
cial day, enjoyed by all. One of the objec-
tives I have set myself over the coming 
months is to raise the profile of the school 
within the local community, I’m not sure if it 
was quite as I had intended, but having boys 
scale a gigantic climbing wall next to 
Tilehurst Road certainly got us noticed! Huge 
thanks must go to all of our parent helpers 
and especially Mrs Glass for her organisa-
tional masterstroke that meant everything 
ran so smoothly. 

Organisational skills are key to any major 
event taking place and another example was 
set by Mr James as he arranged for the 
whole school to visit Legoland at the begin-
ning of our STEAMED initiative. A fun day 
was had by all and this, combined with the 
following themed-week, provided an educa-
tional insight into the running and engineer-
ing of a theme park. Lego models were 
made and programmed, plans were devel-
oped and the finances considered for future 
parks and Year 7 and 8 even had the oppor-
tunity to serenade the school with their mu-
sical 
com-
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FROM THE HEADMASTER 

Education is very much a partnership, howev-
er with staff as committed and skilled as we 
have at St Edward’s along with a hugely sup-
portive parent body, it is no wonder your 
boys are performing to the levels they are. As 
with our STEAMED initiative, we should look 
not to educate solely for today but prepare 
for the future. As I shake the hand of each of 
them in the morning, I have no doubt they 
are developing into the gentlemen of tomor-
row. 

 

 

Headmaster 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

OUTSTANDING LAMDA RESULTS! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For some the loud, seemingly chaotic music 

was not to their taste.  The gentle sounds of 

‘The Lark Ascending’ by Vaughan Williams 

was more to their liking - a feeling of being 

within the piece, or transported to a different 

more gentle world of their own. 

The boys agreed that whilst classical music is 

not always something they have  appreciated, 

the experience of ‘Ten Pieces Secondary’ in-

fluenced their willingness to listen and hear 

what classical music has to offer and can 

bring to their lives. 

J. Reed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Entry Verse and Prose  

Anton Pappenberger - - Distinction  

Gaurav Bains - Merit 

Grade 2 Miming - Distinction 

William Slade 

Grade 1 Verse and Prose - Distinction  

Adam Richmond Coggan 

Yesterday, the St Edward’s Year 7 and 8 

group were spotted arriving at the Odeon 

Cinema to watch the outstanding film ‘Ten 

Pieces Secondary’.  This was a film created by 

the BBC music department to inform youth 

about how important and influential music 

can be in our lives.  It also showed how music 

is composed.  

The boys were struck by how important clas-

sical music has been to the world and the role 

it has played throughout history.  In particu-

lar, many of the boys were amazed at how 

one small thought, for example, the idea of a 

wave at sea, can bring about the orchestra-

tion of a calm sound to a sound that evokes 

the idea of a tempest. 

The story of Shostakovich had an enormous 

impact on many of the boys who were 

astounded by his dedication towards his pas-

sion for composing, despite being threatened 

by the political dictation of Stalin at the time. 

 

 

Introductory Stage 3 - Distinction 

Aedan Cane-Honeysett 

Isaac Pappenberger 

Entry Verse and Prose - Merit 

Lucas Mueller Quintino  

Justin Figueira 

Entry Miming - Distinction 

Rohit Laibu 

Grade 1 Miming - Merit 

Rhys Warwick 

Entry Acting  

Zaeem Ashan - Distinction 

Abeer Gogia - - Merit 

MUSIC TO THEIR EARS! 
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On Monday 21st September, 119 boys and 22 
staff set off to Legoland.  The boys explored 
the park in groups, braving the wet weather, 
challenged to discover how each ride operat-
ed.  Mrs Andrew also asked the boys to con-
sider their feelings of jubilation on each ride. 

Each boy also took part in a relevant work-
shop.  The Pre-prep and Year 3 were asked to 
follow instructions on the Duplo set to build 
the spinning ride which featured gears.  They 
were asked to investigate the relationship 
between different sized gears.  Year 4 and 5 
built a lego ride model and tested the pulley 
system on it.  Years 6 to 8 were challenged to 
build a Lego lion and then program it to stand 
up and roar using Lego We Do software.  This 
is good preparation for using the Lego Mind-
storms kits in ICT later in the year.  

On Thursday of the same week, we had a visit 
from Dr Matt Pritchard.  He conducted a 
show on the science of theme parks to the 
Pre-prep and then the Prep boys.  He took 
the boys through many interesting demon-
strations to highlight the forces involved in 
theme park rides.  The boys really enjoyed 
Matt teaching them how to pull the table 
cloth out from underneath a tower with a toy 
chimp on top to teach about friction or his 
magic tub that rolled uphill.  

This has supported their understanding of 
forces in science and has been useful to the 
boys that have been designing their theme 
parks in their DT / STEM lessons of our Fair-
ground and Theme Park enrichment week.  

 

D. James 

LEGOLAND AND SCIENCE SHOW 
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families came together at the end of the 
morning to enjoy a mouth-watering lunch 
provided by our new caterers Holroyd Howe.  
It was lovely to see so many of our parents 
supporting the school and enjoying the morn-
ing and also the very many new faces that we 
hope will join our wonderful school in time to 
come. 

Thank you to all the parents who worked as 
parent ambassadors for the morning and 
helped on the various activities and to every-
one else involved in making the day such a 
resounding success. 

 

 

 

Maths, English and Science. 3P Learning, the 
company running the event, will be trans-
lating their accumulated points into cash to 
fund a large number of education projects  

around the world in association with 
Unicef.  We are delighted to announce that 
Raheel came top of Year 6 Maths in the UK, 
was 4th overrall highest scorer in Year 6 in 
the UK and 52nd highest Year 6 competitor in 
the world, an amazing achievement!  Other 
year group winners were; 

Y3 – Dimeji (well done to Henri and Joshua > 
2000 points) 

Y4 – Isaac (well done to Manaswith) 

Y5 – Branson 

Y7 – Sharoz 

Y8 – Keshav 

The 3rd October saw St. Edward’s Prep host 
its first ever Dangerous Day for Boys and 
what an amazing event it was!  Over 250 peo-
ple attended for 3 hours of climbing, fire 
lighting, ferret racing and spear throwing.  
Scary animals came out to play in the hall and 
explosions could be heard from the lab.  The 
day celebrated boys and what makes them 
tick; it allowed them to explore dangerous 
activities in a safe environment and learn 
about themselves and how they could gain 
knowledge whilst getting involved trying 

things they 
had never 
done before.  
Prospective 
families and 
current  

 

 

Boys at St. Edward’s took part in the World 
Education Games competition last week with 
some fantastic results and rankings. 

Six million people across the globe registered 
to take part in the three day quiz covering  
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DANGEROUS DAY FOR BOYS 

RAHEEL’S AMAZING MATHS SUCCESS 



  

 

In the woods at Pangbourne, Year 2 were us-
ing home-made ‘telescopes’ to help them 
focus on a small area and look for close de-
tails of the natural objects around them. The 
boys also collected a wide variety of leaves to 
explore the colour and shape back in the 
classroom , using an identifying chart to find 
out from which tree the leaf had fallen. We 
were also looking at the changes wrought in 
the woods since our last visit in the Sum-
mer...blackberries on brambles, dying back 
bracken and the changing colours around us. 
A very successful morning indeed!! 

R. Daley-Franks 

On Friday 16th October, 4H treated the 
school and their parents to an exciting assem-
bly all about CASTLES & KNIGHTS; their cur-
rent topic in History lessons. The boys 
dressed up as knights themselves, embel-
lished with swords, helmets and shields they 
had made in Art lessons.  In clear voices the 
boys spoke about the main features of a cas-
tle (the drawbridge, moat, dungeon, tower 
and even the gruesome murder hole!) and 
explained the process of how young noble  

YEAR 2 IN THE WOODS 
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boys grew up to become knights. They would 
start as pages, progress to being squires and 
then eventually be dubbed a knight of a cas-
tle. The audience enjoyed the actions, danc-
es, singing and plenty of sword fighting that 
the boys added to the descriptions through-
out. As a finale, 4H sang the exhilarating song 
‘A mole in a hole’, which they had learned in 
music lessons with Mrs Reed.  

T. Hunt 

4H ASSEMBLY 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trooper Potts Memorial unveiling ceremony outside Forbury Gardens on Sunday 4th October 

St Edward’s boys attend event to unveil and dedicate the memorial to Trooper Fred Potts VC and 
Trooper Arthur Andrews, who were both wounded in Gallipoli in 1915. Fredrick Owen Potts was 
awarded the Victoria Cross after endangering his own life to drag his wounded comrade from the 
battlefield in the First World War.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joe Tomblin with sculpture, Tom Murphy (right)    Joe with Ann Ames, granddaughter of  

and Steve Woodford (‘old’ St Edward’s boy) (left)   Trooper Potts 

Joe Tomblin, representing the boys from St Edward’s, who were involved in the Trooper Pott’s charity 
Educational outreach programme in 2014, attended the ceremony. Joe was very excited to meet Tom 
Murphy, the sculpture of the statue, and another St Edward’s boy, Steve Woodford, who is now Man-
aging Director of Haslams, the major sponsor of the project. 

Joe also had the great pleasure of meeting the granddaughter of Trooper Potts. Anne attended the 
event with a large number of the Potts family.  Trooper Andrews family were also in attendance. 

The Trust, responsible for raising funds for the statue, have initiated the annual Trooper Potts VC Prize 
for History at Reading College, and college students have assisted the Trust with outreach work at local 
schools. 

When they visited St Edward’s, the students from Reading College explained the background to the 
First World War. The children were asked to write a letter home from the hospital, sketch the rescue, 
describe the rescue as a reporter, write a poem or write a diary entry having just been awarded the VC. 
Those completing the best work in each category were presented with a ‘VC Certificate’ by Brigadier 
Verey from the Berkshire Yeomanry, in which Trooper Potts served. 

Commenting on the day and the overall ‘Potts experience’, Joe Tomblin said ‘I am very proud to be 
involved in the project, as many people worked so hard to raise money for the Trust. Now, whenever 
we see the statue in Forbury Gardens, we can take time to reflect and think about bravery and support 
for others. It was a really cool way to learn about the First World War too’. 

Thanks to Mr Fearn, St Edward’s Head of Sport and History, and also Richard Bennett, the Chairman of 
the Trust, for working closely to make the St Edward’s outreach a success. 

TROOPER POTTS UNVEILING 
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Eleven boys from year 6 took part in the 

Teambuilding event at Pangbourne College.  

The boys were placed in teams with other 

local schools and were assigned a group lead-

er from Pangbourne College’s lower sixth 

form.   

The weather was atrocious.  Mr James 

watched on in his wellies and umbrella, while 

the boys slowly became more sodden. De-

spite this, the boys got stuck in the five differ-

ent challenges and their spirits were never 

dampened.  From using their brains to puzzle 

out the Hanoi tower building challenge and 

complete the orienteering task, to working as 

a team to complete the ski walk challenge and 

then testing their nerve on the high ropes 

challenges, the boys fully involved them-

selves.  

BERZERK’S NEXT SHOW... 
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At the end of the day we went inside for 

cake, a certificate and bendy pen to return 

outside to find the rain had stopped and the 

sun was shining.  Just typical! 

D. James 

 

 

YEAR 6 TEAMWORK CHALLENGE 



  

 

On Wednesday 7th October, St Edward’s Pre-

prep boys were treated to a visit from Char-

lotte Casey from the Corn Exchange, New-

bury, where we make an annual trip to see 

the amazing pantomime.  

This year the pantomime will be Dick 

Whittington (Oh yes it is!!!Oh no, it isn’t!!!). 

During the workshop we learned how a pan-

tomime can be built up scene by scene, how 

music enhances the characters and how the 

different members of a Pantomime ensemble 

behave.  

We started to get into Panto mood by playing 

‘Grandpa’s Footsteps’, a variation of an old 

game. Joseph was Grandpa and had to turn 

around in order to catch others moving.  The 

slight variation was that as we were trying to 

creep up on him we had to dress up at the 

same time! Great fun!  

Then we had to listen to pieces of music and 

guess which character the music described. 

The Hero, the Villain, the Princess, the Dame 

and the Comic. We then had to strike a pose 

or interpret this in our own way.  Some funny 

scenes ensued! 
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After that, it was time to find out more about 

Dick Whittington and so each group had a 

scene to perform which built up the story. 

We dressed up and acted out each scene 

beautifully. Some magical acting took place!  

Now we understand more about how a Pan-

tomime comes into being, as well as under-

standing the story of Dick Whittington, we 

are sure that we will enjoy the show in New-

bury even more! 

R. Daley-Franks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PANTOMIME WORKSHOPS 
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AWARDS GALLERY 
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AWARDS GALLERY 

 


