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 The Map To Everywhere – Carrie Ryan and John Park Davis  

An epic magical adventure series featuring a modern artful dodger called Fin who is on a mission 

to find his mother and school girl Marrill who is whisked away one day from a car park by a pirate 

ship to another world and wants to get back home. Full of quirky yet believable characters and 

places described so vividly, you feel you are right there with them, so get ready for a rollercoaster 

ride of a lifetime as you join Fin and Marrill on their search not just for what they want but also 

on a wild chase to find the Map to Everywhere which a dark and powerful wizard is also seeking.  

 The Sleeper and the Spindle – Neil Gaiman 

Award-winning Neil Gaiman shows all his story telling skills in this gripping fusion of familiar fairy 

tales told in a dark-hearted version with some original characters. Especially a bold-hearted 

queen. Not far from where the queen lives, a princess is under the spell of an enchantress who 

has put a whole country to sleep. Despite it being the eve of her wedding day, the bold queen 

decides to take action. Slipping into her mail shirt she arms herself with her sword and sets off 

out of the palace accompanied by the three dwarves who will lead her through the tunnels…The 

dark magic, great courage and spell-binding imagination that power this story is perfectly realised 

in Chris Riddell’s awesome illustrations. 
 

 Listen to the Moon – Michael Morpurgo 

The Costa Judges described Morpurgo's novel, which begins in May 1915, as "a captivating, 

utterly transporting war novel that lives on powerfully in the memory". 

Like all Morpurgo books this one captures your imagination from the very first word.  I loved it! 

 

 

http://www.lovereading4kidsco.uk/
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/fullsizebookjacket/9780007339631/Michael-Morpurgo-M.B.E.-by-Listen-to-the-Moon.html
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 Skink No Surrender – Carl Hiaasen 

One of our Books of the Year 2014 - September 2014 Book of the Month This is a dive in head first and 

read until you're dizzy book, so utterly brilliant and readable it’s scary! The totally bizarre and freakily 

sane Skink joins detective forces with Richard, who is looking for his cousin Malley after she runs away 

with a man she met online. With laugh until you gasp for air moments, mostly involving Skink, you quickly 

realise he is one of the most amazing characters to ever appear in print - would you actually want to meet 

him? Oh yes, most definitely! Some authors have that undefinable edge, that ability to take you right 

there, to the place of their choosing, Hiaasen most certainly has the gift. This is an unforgettable must 

read of a crime / mystery novel for young adults. 

P.S. this is so unputdownable, don’t leave it around for other people to pick up until you’ve finished reading 

it - as you won't get it back! 

14+ 

 

Watership Down – Richard Adams 

A book that resonates as vividly today as it did nearly half a century ago, this keepsake Oneworld Classic 

edition showcases more than twenty sumptuous, evocative paintings from Aldo Galli, an illustrator chosen 

by Richard Adams himself. It is the first full-colour illustrated edition of a celebrated modern classic and 

international bestseller.  

Stunning and compulsive are two words that best describe the story of Fiver, of Hazel and the rabbit 

warren full of family and friends. Rejected by most publishers before eventually being snapped up by Rex 

Collings in 1972, it was an instant hit and has since sold millions of copies the world over. Beautifully 

written with some of the best characterisation you'll come across in children’s literature, it tells the story 

of a group of rabbits and their will to survive despite human attempts to do otherwise. Full of adventure, 

humour, excitement and sadness it will enthral as much now as it did when it was first published. 
 

http://www.lovereading4kidsco.uk/
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/10379/Skink-No-Surrender-by-Carl-Hiaasen.html
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/10532/Watership-Down-by-Richard-Adams.html
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Flora and Ulysses – Kate DiCamillo 

Kate diCamillo tells a zany, bitter sweet story of how Flora Belle Buckman, a self-declared cynic, rescues 

a squirrel from the neighbour’s super-powered vacuum cleaner and, in doing so, finds herself on a journey 

of discovery. Ulysses the squirrel’s escapade seems to invest it with super powers – including the ability to 

type - while the appearance of William Spiver, the neighbour’s great great-nephew who has a passion for 

words, gives Flora a friend. Flora’s journey of self-discovery is highly entertaining. 

 

 

Les Miserables – Marcia Williams 

In brilliantly created strip-cartoon versions, Marcia Williams has breathed new life into everything from 

Greek myths to Oliver Twist. Now she brings the huge canvas of Victor Hugo’s epic nineteenth century 

story about good and evil, truth and falsehood, social upheaval and grinding poverty and, above all – love - 

richly to life through her action packed illustrations which also capture the atmosphere of the time. While 

Inspector Javert, ex-criminal Jean Valjean and orphaned Cosette work out their love complications the 

Revolution of 1815 threatens to overturn all of their lives forever. 

 

http://www.lovereading4kidsco.uk/
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/fullsizebookjacket/9781406354560/Kate-DiCamillo-by-Flora-and-Ulysses-The-Illuminated-Adventures.html
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/10690/Les-Miserables-by-Marcia-Williams.html
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 The Bane Chronicles by Cassandra Clare 
With stories originally published as eBooks only, this collection brings all ten together for the first time.  Ever wanted to 

know why Magnus Bane is banned from Peru? Or what he got up to during the French Revolution? Or what he bought Alec 

Lightwood as a birthday present? This title features ten short stories that follow the adventures of immortal warlock 

Magnus Bane, a fan-favourite character from The Mortal Instruments and The Infernal Devices series.  Cassandra Clare's 

The Mortal Instruments and its prequel series, The Infernal Devices, are international bestsellers. There are over 12 million 

copies of The Mortal Instruments in print worldwide and it has been translated into more than 35 languages. The Mortal 

Instruments: City of Bones has been made into a movie.  14+ 
 

 The Dark Wild – Piers Torday 

Winner of the Guardian Children's Fiction Book Award 2014. In The Dark Wild, Kester, a twelve year old 

with a rare gift for understanding animals, thought he had saved the animals from his cruel world where 

nature has been all but destroyed. But now, buried deep under the bright, shiny and newly built city of 

Premium, Kester finds a new animal kingdom. Down in their dark wild, these animals are not looking to be 

loved or cherished by humans, they are looking for revenge. They are poised to bring wholesale destruction 

unless someone can stop them. Kester loves animals and is sympathetic to them but whatever the wrongs 

caused by his fellow humans he knows he must do everything he can to prevent this all-out disaster. 

 

Legacy of the Claw Animas – C.R. Grey 

November 2014 Debut of the Month Discover the first book in a new series which is set on a different 

world, one where humans link with particular animals in a strong and wonderful bond. Bailey doesn't have 

his Animas connection, which marks him as spectacularly different to everyone else. The first part of the 

book does have some similarities to the Harry Potter series, the school setting, the school transportation 

and the school game in particular; consequently the resemblance does linger in your mind for a time. 

Comparisons to Harry Potter however fade into the background when the story really gets going and by the 

end, this tale very firmly belongs to itself. The risks and hazards build throughout the book to an explosive 

ending, which is clever as it still leaves you wanting to know more… much, much, more.  
 

http://www.lovereading4kidsco.uk/
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/10589/The-Bane-Chronicles-by-Cassandra-Clare.html
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/fullsizebookjacket/9781848663787/Piers-Torday-by-The-Dark-Wild.html
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/fullsizebookjacket/9781471401299/C.-R.-Grey-by-Legacy-of-the-Claw.html
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 The Piper by Danny Weston 

When Peter and his little sister, Daisy, are evacuated from London to the countryside, they find themselves on 

an isolated farm in the middle of a treacherous marshland. As Daisy gets drawn deeper into the secrets of their 

new home, Peter starts to realise that something very sinister is going on. What is that music they can hear at 

night? And who are the children dancing to it? 

He who pays the piper calls the tune.  
 
 

 Young Knights of the Round Table by Julia Golding 

HUMANS ARE THE ENEMY! That's what Rick's been taught to believe by the Fey Folk who stole him. Taken to 

the magical realm of Avalon, he's been trained, alongside other kids like him, into an elite force of warriors. When 

rumours start that a new generation of knights are re-forming the Round Table to attack Avalon, the Fey entrust 

Rick with a mission: go to Earth, find the knights, and stop them. Simple, right? Well, not exactly ...No training 

could prepare him for the shock of being a modern teenager. And when he discovers that the Fey have been lying 

to him, Rick has to ask: if humans aren't the enemy-who is? 
 

 The Vampire Fighters (The Vampire series Book 3) by Pete Johnson 

Life has never been more complicated for thirteen-year-old Marcus. It's not easy trying to hide your secret 

identity as a half-vampire, avoid garlic at all costs, and work up the courage to ask a girl out. Especially when that 

girl is vampire-crazy Tallulah; plus, Marcus' parents are still convinced his special power is going to arrive any day 

now. And they're trying not to show their disappointment every time another day passes and it doesn't appear - 

but Marcus is totally feeling the pressure. As if that wasn't bad enough, a seriously creepy Winter Fair has 

arrived in town - and a number of terrifying attacks have started happening. Giles believes a super-evil sect of 

Deadly Vampires is behind them, and Marcus suspects an eerie ventriloquist at the Fair. All Marcus wants is an 

easy life. But now it's up to him to save the day... 
 
 

http://www.lovereading4kidsco.uk/
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 A Boy Called Hope by Lara Williamson 

After his dad ran off with the lady from the chip shop, everything got a bit topsy-turvy – from his sister acting 

strangely (and his mum’s new boyfriend even more so) to his dad turning up as a local TV presenter. Now Dan is 

on a quest to make things right, starting with getting his dad back. But when Dan’s dad doesn’t reply to his emails, 

a class project to immortalize a hero seems like the perfect opportunity to impress him. When Dan’s plan goes 

pear-shaped however, it’s his mum’s boyfriend who is there to help and comfort him. And Dan starts to realise 

that maybe you don’t need to share a surname with someone for them to be part of your family. 
 
 

 Half My Facebook Friends are Ferrets by J. A. Buckle 

Fifteen-year-old Josh fantasises about becoming a death metal guitarist complete with tattoos, piercings and 

hordes of adoring fans. But it's not easy when his super-strict mom won't let him grow his hair! Luckily Josh has 

a way of coping with life's setbacks; it's only a diary, but it contains all Josh's hopes, dreams and frustrations 

(not to mention some great ideas for band names and lyrics!). 
 
 
 

 Brotherband The Outcasts by John Flanagan 

This is the first in a fast-paced action adventure series that grips from the very first page. Set on the 

high seas teams of boys must triumph over adversity if they are going to win the ultimate race of becoming 

warriors. Can one of the teams - a team of outcasts - work together and combine each of the boy's 

strengths to beat all the other teams? It's a battle they must win. From the author of the international 

bestselling series, Ranger's Apprentice. 
 

http://www.lovereading4kidsco.uk/
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Silverskin 

 by Joan Lennon 

The bleak but beautiful ancient village of Skara Brae on Orkney is the setting for this original and 

intriguing novel, and an atmosphere of otherness pervades the story. Lennon brings together the 

original inhabitants of the village with Rab, a young time-traveller from a distant future where pain 

and hunger are unknown. Their worlds could not be more different, but relationships are formed 

nonetheless as Rab and the villagers both fight for their survival. A skilful mix of sci-fi, historical 

thriller and romance with interesting, believable characters this is a book that will stay with readers 

for a long time. 

 

We are all made of Molecules 

by Susin Nielsen 

Stewart and Ashley are about as different as it’s possible to be.  He’s super smart, happy to use words 

like ‘plethora’ in everyday conversation, but socially a little inept. She’s queen of the popular set at 

school, can spot a Desigual outfit from five hundred yards, but thinks melodramatic is two different 

words. Neither is very good at gauging other peoples’ feelings, and the culture clash when they become 

step-siblings is deafening. Things are complicated further when Jared, the school hunk/bully, enters 

their lives. This is all sorts of things: a wonderful comedy of manners; a study of some serious 

emotional issues, including bereavement; and a heart-warming illustration of how it’s possible to make 

bad things good, by working together. Ashley and Stewart are irresistible characters and this is set 

to become one of the most popular books of the year. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.lovereading4kidsco.uk/
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The Forbidden City by John 

McNally.  Part of the ‘Infinity 

Drake’ Series 

OK, pay attention – you’ll need to concentrate because the action in the Infinity Drake series moves at 

the speed of light: Infinity Drake, aka Finn, gaming fan, just about to turn thirteen, and only 9.8cm 

high (he was shrunk to join a tiny military kill team out to destroy a wasp/bioweapon and is now stuck 

at this size) is about to take on a new mission.  Arch villain Kaparis has another plan for world 

domination, only Finn and his band of bullet-sized heroes can stop him. What follows is 400 pages of 

action-adventure, gadgets, technology, jokes – and surprisingly informative foot-notes. An absolute 

treat for gadget-mad techies, this is sharp stuff. Even James Bond would tip his hat to Finn, small as 

he is! 

 

Uncle Gobb and the Dread 

Shed  

by Michael Rosen 

Malcom’s Uncle Gobb is really irritating, and not just because he keeps shouting ‘the boy needs to do 

more homework’. When Gobb Education starts taking over their school, and Uncle Gobb sets up the 

dread ‘Dread Shed’ in their playground, Malcolm and his best friend Crackersnacker decide they’ve got 

to get rid him. Children will love seeing Malcolm bamboozle and confuzle Uncle Gobb to a standstill 

with entirely logical but unanswerable questions and Neal Layton’s scratchy illustrations brilliantly 

match the riotous tone.  Great fun for children, who will recognise the absurdities Malcolm faces 

daily, less enjoyable reading perhaps for any secretaries of state for education. 

 

From the Mixed-Up Files of 

Mrs Basil E. Frankweiler 

This is everything a classic children’s book should be: it’s exciting, funny, has terrific central 

characters, a mystery to solve, and a truth – particular to childhood – to be revealed. Claudia Kincaid is 

fed up - as the oldest child, and a girl - with life’s injustices. So she runs away to the Metropolitan 

Museum in New York, taking her second youngest brother, Jamie, because he’s the best with money. 

It’s a marvellous adventure – they mingle with tourists, sleep in a medieval bed after everyone’s left, 

bath in the café fountain and scoop up change from its floor to boost their coffers! When a new 

http://www.lovereading4kidsco.uk/
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exhibit is unveiled Claudia turns detective, determined to prove it the work of Michelangelo. Success 

will send her home a heroine, and that’s really important. The children’s search leads them to the 

statue’s original owner, the eponymous Mrs Frankweiler, someone who understands Claudia exactly and 

can give her what she needs. 

The Lie Tree  

by Frances Hardinge 

Award-winning Frances Hardinge is spellbinding is this hugely entertaining and dramatic Victorian 

thriller. When Faith’s father dies suddenly she knows she must try to find out exactly what he was 

hiding in the local caves she had recently visited with him. Discovering the extraordinary Lie Tree 

which thrives off hearing lies and, in turn, reveals secrets long kept hidden Faith begins to uncover a 

web of secrets and mysteries that will change her view of the world forever. Faith is a feisty heroine 

whose courage combined with a determination that girls can be brave and resolute leads to the 

exposure of much dishonesty and many deceptions. 

Bomber  

by Paul Dowswell 

Young New York born US serviceman Harry Friedman signs up for the United States Army Air Force 

determined to fight for justice for fellow Jews. Still only 17 he is soon a member of the crew of a 

terrifying B-17 bomber. From the first moment he arrives at the UK base in August 1943, it is clear 

that the missions he will be on are deadly dangerous. And so they are. When Harry’s plane is shot down 

he is saved by those working in the French Resistance. Paul Dowswell brings the courage, the fear and 

above all the camaraderie of the young service personal engaged in the deadly missions of dropping 

bombs on Germany vividly to life. 
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The Astounding Broccoli Boy 

by Frank Cottrell Boyce 

Chosen as one of the Top Ten Best New Books for Children 2015 by Andrea Reece. This is Frank 

Cottrell Boyce’s first standalone novel since Cosmic in 2008 and it’s been well worth the wait. The 

smallest and weakest boy in his class, Rory Rooney makes an unlikely superhero. But all that seems set 

to change when he suddenly and inexplicably turns green, surely the markings of a superhero. Stuck in 

a hospital isolation ward with two other remarkably green children – including his nemesis, school bully 

Grim Kommissky – Rory discover his superpowers and becomes Astounding. The adventure that follows 

is by turns hilarious and heart-warming, further proof if it were needed that Cottrell Boyce is one of 

the wittiest, warmest and most inventive children’s authors of today. 

The One That Got Away 

 by Chris Ryan 

The Bravo Two Zero mission is one of the most famous stories of courage and survival. Of the eight 

members involved in an SAS patrol during the Gulf War in 1991, only one escaped capture - Chris Ryan. 

This is his story retold for a younger audience and brilliantly done too.  The One That Got Away by 

Chris Ryan   During the first night of a mission during the first Gulf war in 1991 the SAS patrol, 

Bravo Two Zero, was accidentally separated and Chris Ryan found himself with only two companions, 

completely unprepared for the vicious cold or the desert winter. One of his friends disappeared in a 

blizzard and the other left in search of food - never to return. Left on his own, he beat off an Iraqi 

attack and set out, walking 200 miles without food or water through the most extreme conditions and 

with his life constantly in danger. 

 

 

 

http://www.lovereading4kidsco.uk/
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Hive by Mark Walden (series) 

HIVE is the top secret school of villainy and kids everywhere, particularly boys will find the idea 

brilliant and exciting. It’s full of action involving good guys and bad guys with plenty of humour thrown 

in. Click here to go to the first one in the series HIVE: Higher Institute of Villainous Education HIVE 

3: Escape Velocity by Mark Walden Pupils and staff at HIVE are horrified to discover that Dr Nero 

has been captured by the forces of HOPE, the Hostile Operative Prosecution Executive, the world’s 

newest and most ruthlessly efficient security force. Three months pass without any news of his fate. 

Pike  

by Anthony McGowan 

Interest Age Teen Reading Age 8+ Not a word is wasted in this fine novel. On one level it is a 

thriller: fishing on Bacon Pond Nicky spots a glint of gold in its murky depths, and recognises the Rolex 

owned by a local gangster. It seems to be still attached to his wrist. Nicky feels that the gangster 

owes him and his family, and sets out to retrieve the Rolex with the help of his brother Kenny. Nicky’s 

search for the watch results in a series of events that will change his and his family’s life for the 

better. McGowan writes in prose as spare and effective as that of Barry Hines, to whom the book is 

dedicated, and there’s an extraordinary depth and elegance to this story. An outstanding novel. 

The King’s Shadow  

by Philip Womack 

Hidden away in the Land of the Broken King, Johnny and Anna are being held prisoner. Bravely, Simon 

and Flora enter the hidden kingdom to search for their missing siblings. It’s a journey that demands 

the greatest courage as nothing in the Land of the Broken King is exactly as it should be. In particular, 

it is hard to know who to trust. The result is a thrilling, fantasy adventure in which myriad possibilities 

are thrown up as Simon and Flora do all they can to find Johnny and Anna while also ensuring they can 

return to their own world. In this sequel to the highly praised The Broken King , Philip Wormack 

continues to entrance his readers. 
 

http://www.lovereading4kidsco.uk/
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/2145/H.i.v.e.-Higher-Institute-of-Villainous-Education-by-Mark-Walden.html
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/9924/The-Broken-King-by-Philip-Womack.html

