
 

This has certainly been a hectic term, but 
one that finished so fittingly with the out-
standing performance of the ‘Lion King Jr’ 
this week. 

You can all feel justly proud of your efforts, it 
was without doubt one of the finest produc-
tions by children of prep school age I have 
witnessed. 

This term we have also said goodbye to 
some well-established and, most important-
ly, well-loved staff. Mr James and Mrs Car-
lisle-Smith leave from the teaching staff, 
Sherridan Povey finishes her time working 
for Berzerk and John Tollafield retired from 
driving the school bus earlier in the term. I 
wish them all well in their next endeavours; 
their legacy is left behind at the school and 
will be remembered for years to come. 

Mention must also go to Mr James and his 
’Weekend of Pain’, he was mightily success-
ful in each of his challenges – I wish him well 
with his final one for the school as he em-
barks on the Ski Trip during the holidays.  

 

 

 

A selection of Lion King photos below, report 
to follow in the next newsletter. 
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Good luck to all of you who are joining him on 
the trip, I hope you have great fun and return 
safely next term. 

Best wishes, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

2 games and drawing the 3rd, the team were 
under pressure to win the 4th game to qualify 
for the semi-finals. The team pulled together 
and won the game (4-1), taking them into the 
semis. The semi-final game was tough and the 
team drew (0-0),  finally winning on penalties 
(3-2). The final game was against Bayer 
Leverkusen. The team were tense but were 
fully committed to securing a win. After 
achieving another draw  (0-0) they finally won 
(3-2) on penalties. The team were the first 
Chelsea group ever between the ages of 9-11 
years to win a European tournament. Well 
done boys, you’ve made Chelsea history!!  

 

field. Some fantastic responses were offered 
by boys from Reception to Year 6, and it high-
lighted the level of respect that boys at St. 
Edward’s Prep have for each other and their 
opponents. Nearing the end of the assembly, 
the senior boys quoted some facts from a re-
cent poll by the Marylebone Cricket Club sur-
rounding cheating in sport, to further deliver 
their message. Finally, a similar role-play 
which was used to introduce the assembly 
was seen, but this time the correct sporting 
behaviour was displayed. 

Year 7&8 had worked extremely hard to cap-
ture the positives of good sportsmanship 
against the negatives of cheating, and we look 
forward to seeing further examples of out-
standing conduct on the sports field in school 

fixtures in 
the near 
future.  

J. Fearn 

Reiss-Alexander Russell-Denny (Year 5)  trav-
elled to  Basel last weekend with the U10s 
squad of Chelsea Football Academy for a 2-
day tournament. They set off on Friday (5th 
Feb), travelling to their base in Basel, Switzer-
land. In preparation for the tournament, they 
had a “friendly” game with Juventus on the 
Friday afternoon, winning 8-3. The first day of 
the tournament was held in Weil Am, Germa-
ny. It was a five-a-side indoor event where 
the team secured 5th place out of 21 teams. 
The second day of the tournament, an eight-a
-side outdoor event, was based in Kembs, 
France. Having started well, winning the first  

 

The senior boys delivered an informative and 
captivating assembly on Cheating in Sport, 
currently a hot topic of debate across the 
sporting world. They began by performing 
role-plays highlighting the problems of 
cheating in football, and asked the audience 
of younger students to work out what the 
message of the assembly would be. The pos-
sible reasons for cheating were outlined, and 
in contrast to this the boys then showed two 
clips of exemplary conduct in professional 
sport in an attempt to convince the audience 
that sportsmanship was more of a victory 
than cheating ever has been or could be. It 
quickly became evident that people were be-
ing moved by the message, and the assembly 
became even more thought-provoking when  

Year 7&8 
asked the 
boys a se-
ries of ques-
tions con-
cerning 
their own 
conduct on 
the sports  

 

 

REISS-ALEXANDER REPRESENTS CHELSEA IN BASEL 
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YEAR 7 & 8 ASSEMBLY ON CHEATING IN SPORT 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5s enjoyed a fascinating morning at the 
Ure Museum.  Donning their white handling 
gloves, like real-live archaeologists, they han-
dled a myriad of articles from Ancient Greece.  
Becoming accomplished history detectives, 
they were able to ‘read’ the clues of each pot 
to determine if it was a Skyphos or a Kantha-
ros or perhaps a Lekythos.  Once they had 
identified the shape and spout of each pot, 
they were easily able to determine what it 
may have been used for and working out 
whether it was a red-figure pot or a black-
figure pot was easily done.  Budding St Ed-
ward’s archaeologists also chose their favour-
ite Greek pot -   Dr. Dillon ‘Indiana Jones’ 

Bromfield chose a guttus shaped 
Askos which was decorated on top 
with the face of Athena and his as-
sistant Professor Alexander ‘Richard 
Leakey’ Langton carefully recreated  
the decorations and shape of a Hy-
dria.  The boys were enthralled, en-
gaged and fascinated. The stories 
they wrote, inspired by the paintings 
on Greek pots, reflected their grow-
ing knowledge of Greek mythology 
and their ever increasing confidence 
in being able to spin a jolly good sto-
ry.  

D. Andrew 

 

Congratulations to Ansh Barot, Jai Mo-
han, Fraser Robertson and Raheel Farooq 
who finished second this week in a maths 
competition held at The Oratory School. 
The boys did extremely well to place so 
highly against fierce competition, beating 
schools such as Ludgrove, New College, St 
Andrew’s Prep, Hemdean House and The 
Oratory Prep. 

S. Morgan-Nash 
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INDIANA JONESES AND THE GREEK POTS! 

THE ORATORY SCHOOL MATHS CHALLENGE 



  

 

Tuck in to a good book! 

“The books transported her into new 

worlds and introduced her to amazing 

people who lived exciting lives. She 

went on olden-day sailing ships with 

Joseph Conrad. She went to Africa 

with Ernest Hemingway and to India 

with Rudyard Kipling. She travelled 

all over the world while sitting in her 

little room in an English village.”  

― Roald Dahl, Matilda 

Year 5’s assembly kicked off Book Week with 

a big, book bust-up!  After the books on the 

St Edward’s library shelves had, had a bit of 

‘I’m-a-better-book-than-you’ argument, they 

soon learnt that it would be better to work 

together to ensure that all boys remembered 

just how great they could be.  There were 

impassioned pleas to give computers, 

PlayStations and X-Boxes a break and read a 

book instead.   

Use your library card and become an inter-
esting person – because READING BLOWS 
YOUR MIND!  
 
D. Andrew 

 
 

5A ASSEMBLY KICKS OFF BOOK WEEK 
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YEAR 3 VISIT BUPA—PHOTOS 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/4273.Roald_Dahl
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/1015554


  

 

R is for Relaxing, E is for Enjoying, A is for Ap-

pealing, D is for Dragons and Dreaming, I is for 

Imagining, N is for Narrating, G is for Going –

for it – READING of course!  

These are the words Year 2 suggested when 

we were devising our Book Week Assembly. I 

think it sums up beautifully what Book Week 

is all about. 

Book Week began on Monday 29th February 

when Pre-Prep travelled to Battle Library to 

learn how books are organised. The librarian, 

Carole, told the boys what sort of books could 

be found in the library and they completed a 

quiz to find books on different topics. Carole 

read ‘The Midnight Library’ and then the boys 

found a book they wanted to read and a cosy 

nook in which to read it!  

On Wednesday 2nd March the whole school 

had a visit from charismatic author, Ed Wicke. 

He held age-related sessions throughout 

the day of storytelling and talked about 

characterisation and how he comes up 

with ideas for his stories. The boys were 

spellbound. 

Prep boys also enjoyed a visit from poet 

Tessa West, see the article on Lewis 

Chessman for more on this. 

On Thursday, World Book Day, Pre-

Prep had another exciting outing to 

Waterstones Bookshop on Broad 

Street in Reading. The booksellers 

remembered the boys well from pre-

vious visits and were very compli-

mentary about their behaviour. Cher-

yl and Holly were dressed as Oliver 

Twist and Cruella De Vil and helped 

the boys exchange their World Book 

Day vouchers for a £1.00 book. They 

also read some new and interesting 

books to the boys’ obvious enjoyment.  

Year 2 created a Reading Wall where they 

attached recommendations of books they re-

ally enjoy and hope others will read them too. 

The Prep teachers came to Pre-Prep to read 

stories to the boys who really appreciated 

hearing teachers they do not normally see 

reading their favourite stories.  

BOOK WEEK 
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We also had a wonderful opportunity of 

bringing in a book no longer needed to swap 

for another in the Great Big Book Swap. 

The whole school responded to a bell for 

Drop Everything and Read (DEAR) where we 

all read a book for 15 minutes, including 

teachers and office staff…a very quiet and 

peaceful time to have visited the school! 

The Extreme Reading entries flowed in and 

the winner and runner-up in Pre-Prep were 

Luca Bangs and Billy Peters-Hoult respective-

ly. The winner in Prep was Oliver Crew and 

the runner-up, Adam Richmond-Coggan. All 

submitted wonderful photographs of reading 

books appropriate to their situation. (For ex-

ample, Luca was reading a book on ponies 

whilst standing on the back of his pony, Plum 

Pie. Oliver 

was reading 

‘Lord of the 

Rings’ and 

hanging by 

one hand 

from gym-

nastic 

rings!) - 

some amaz-

ing acro-

batics AND 

reading. 

WOW!!! 

The week 

culminated 

with an as-

sembly led 

by Pre-Prep 

sharing the excitement of the week with their 

parents and the whole school dressed in their 

wonderfully eclectic costumes of book char-

acters!  

Book Week is always one of the most exciting 

weeks in the school calendar and just under-

lines the enjoyment that books and reading 

give to all!  

R Daley-Franks 

 



  

 

All boys love a mystery and Tessa West, au-

thor and poet, certainly kept the boys 

gripped with her narrative poem about ‘The 

Lewis Chessmen, The Story so Far’.  Having 

recently visited the island of Lewis, Tessa was 

inspired by the story of the Lewis Chessmen 

and has written a narrative poem telling the 

story: 

LEWIS CHESSMEN 

The boys turned their hand to writing too and 

continued the mystery of the Lewis Chess-

men beginning with the line ‘The display case 

was empty’.  Were they stolen?  Did they es-

cape?  An ancient curse stirring?  A Bezerker 

come to life? 

The boys loved being taught by ‘a real live 

poet’ and thoroughly enjoyed their morning 

with Tessa West. 

D. Andrew 
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“From walrus jaw to ivory workshop 

From Workshop to ship, 

From ship to Uig shore 

From Uig to Stornoway 

From Stornoway to Edinburgh 

From Edinburgh to London  

And round the world  

Then back to Lewis.” 

 

 

 

BOOK WEEK CONTINUED... 



   

 

This year, the St. Edward’s Prep Swim Gala 
was held on Thursday 11th February at Read-
ing Central Pool. 

The event took place to demonstrate the 
strokes and skills the boys have been devel-
oping with their coaches and to allow the 
boys to compete against each other for their 
house teams. Since the start of the year, all 
prep school students have been developing 
and working extremely hard in their swim-
ming lessons. The gala performances and re-
sults this year have yet again shown that 
competition can be a means to stretch the 
ability and efforts of all concerned. 

The enthusiasm in every race proved just 
how committed and supportive the boys 
were towards each other. The races were 
very competitive and many of the heats fin-
ished with very little distance between the 
often six lanes of swimmers. Although no rec-
ords were broken, many boys came close and 
the standard of swimming was strong. What 
was particularly pleasing this year was the 
support shown by fellow racers for boys who 
were struggling to finish their heat; loud and 
supportive vocal encouragement was heard 
in every race, and it captured the caring na-
ture of the afternoon and of St. Edward’s 
Prep students as a whole. The gala proved to 
be a fantastic afternoon of swimming for eve-
ryone involved and showed how far many of 
the boys have progressed and improved in 
their swimming. I was particularly proud of a 
number of boys who, despite intense fear 
about getting in the deep end, managed to 
swim a whole length. They received generous 
applause and should be proud of their efforts. 
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I would like to thank all the administration 
staff who contributed a great deal of their 
time during the planning stages and of course 
to all the boys for such a determined, com-
mitted and spirited effort throughout the 
afternoon. A special mention must go to Jeff 
Pearce, who as always co-ordinated the start 
of each race superbly. 

I am very grateful to the swim coaches for 
their consistency and dedication to the boys 
during lessons and to all the staff who assist-
ed with the time keeping and scoring. Finally, 
my thanks go to all of the parents who 
attended and supported the boys. 

J Fearn, Head of Sport 

 

 

Final scores: 

4th – St. Andrew’s (100 points) 

3rd – St. George’s (103 points) 

2nd – St. Patrick’s (108 points) 

1st – ST. DAVID’S (158 POINTS) – WINNERS! 

 

 

SWIM GALA REPORT 

 



   

 

Sam O’Brien, Keshav Joshi, Rory Worth and 
Anish Bhadresa took part in a maths chal-
lenge on Tuesday 15th March. The challenge 
took place in the Andrew Wiles Building at 
the University of Oxford on the same day 
that Andrew Wiles himself was awarded the 
Abel prize (mathematics equivalent of a No-
bel Prize). The boys worked very hard and did 
especially well on the cross-number round. 
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They competed against prestigious 
schools such as the ultimate winners, Magda-
len College School. The boys were also 
praised by the teacher who was with them all 
day for their manners, behaviour and efforts 
and were described by him as a credit to our 
school. Mr Morgan-Nash awarded the boys 
their certificates for the Maths Challenge at 
Celebration Assembly.   

H. Lewis 

 

Three Year 6 boys, Ansh Barot, James Perry 
and Fraser Robertson, took part in the annual 
Debating Competition at the Oratory School 
last week. During the morning they attended 
sessions run by sixth formers on how a de-
bate takes place, how to make your point, 
project your voice, etc. After a delicious lunch 
they had then to propose the motion that 
"Contact sports should be banned in 
schools". All three boys put forward their 
case very well and although apparently win-
ning the argument did not come in the top 3 
places among the other 11 schools. It was a 
very enjoyable and rewarding experience 
which should stand them all in good stead 
should they wish to take up public speaking 
in the future. 

 

C. Anderson 

UK MATHS CHALLENGE 

ORATORY DEBATING DAY 


