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ENGLISH  PARENTS CAN HELP BY 
Comprehension and 
Composition 
Spelling 
 
Novel-based study 
Charlotte’s Web (E.B. White) 
 
Out of this novel will come: 

- Story writing 
- Acrostic poems 
- Non-chronological 

report on spiders 
- Playscript 
- Book review 

 
 

Reading/enjoying literature 
 
Please make sure that boys read as often and a widely as possible to enhance their comprehension skills and enhance their overall 
enjoyment. Boys should feel free to read anything in which they are interested including newspapers, magazines, comics, play-
scripts, fiction or non-fiction.  Boys are expected to read at home with an adult throughout the week; they may also enjoy reading to 
a younger or older sibling too! Boys should be encouraged to discuss a book with an adult and to help them with its full 
understanding.  Please remind the boys to record all of the reading that they do in their green Reading Journals so that I can see all of 
the wonderful things they have read. 
 
Libraries are fantastic places, especially on a rainy day in the holiday. 
Audio tapes are excellent for long car journeys. 
Going to the theatre and/or the cinema provides excellent entertainment and intellectual stimulation. 
 
Spelling 
Boys should keep practising their weekly spellings as much as possible, looking the words up in the dictionary if they are unsure of 
their meanings and writing them in sentences to show that they understand them in context. 
Spelling games - e.g. Scrabble - provide family fun. 
  

MATHS PARENTS CAN HELP BY 
Number and place value. 
 
Addition and subtraction in the 
context of money. 
 
Properties of shape. 
 
Multiplication and division. 
 
Fractions. 
 
Measurement – length and 
perimeter. 
 
Statistics: tally charts, 
pictograms, bar charts. 
 

 
There are so many ways that we can improve our mental maths.  
Regular practice of times tables are essential and the main ingredient of all maths problems. 
 
There are also many fun maths games that can be played online, such as www.bbc.co.uk  
 
Playing board games, such as monopoly, chess, and snakes and ladders and a fun way to help with many mathematical areas as well 
as games such as cards, dominoes and darts that can be a great help reinforcing number bonds and developing strategies. 
 
If you are shopping with your son, please encourage him to work out roughly how much is being spent and how much change is 
needed.  If you are watching a film or are on a car journey, talk about timings – what time did we start?  How long will it take?  What 
time will we finish/arrive?  Please talk to your child in the language of both digital (5:30) and analogue (half past 5) time so that they 
are used to both and are able to convert between the two.  If you are baking, please encourage your child to help you weigh different 
ingredients and read the numbers on the scales. 
 
Using mathematical language in the context of daily life really helps children in their understanding and ability to draw links between 
different areas of maths. 
 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/
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SCIENCE PARENTS CAN HELP BY 
Light and Shadow 

 

 

Magnets and Springs 

 

Look at the position of the Sun in the sky. Make shadows outside and see how they change position. Discuss different 

objects/materials and the shadows they make. 

 

Examining toys/appliances that use magnets – look at these together and discuss how the magnet helps the device to function. 

Discuss everyday pushes and pulls. Visit the park and investigate how many pieces of equipment need pushes and pulls to work. 

What happens when you push things harder? 

 

Website learning: 

 BBC bite size KS2 Science revision: topic specific revision activities http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/ks2bitesize/science/ 

Engage in the topic at home by: 

Reading the key stage 2 revision guide, available from book stores which will aid prep and revision activities throughout key stage 2 

(years 3-6).  

YouTube Science videos: 
https://www.youtube.com/user/crashcoursekids 
https://www.youtube.com/user/scishowkids 

 

GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP PARENTS CAN HELP BY 

FRENCH 
Introducing ourselves 
Numbers 
Colours 
Animals 
Family and pets 
Telling the time 
Hobbies and sports 

Encouraging the boys to share the French they have learnt at school with them at home. 
Youtube – Alain le Lait has some super French songs that you can look at with your boys. 
Play simple games in French or reading a simple French story. 

GEOGRAPHY PARENTS CAN HELP BY 

EGYPT 
Locating Egypt 
Geographical features of Egypt 
The River Nile 
Using information about Egypt 
to plan a holiday 

Encouraging children to look at and understand features of maps.  Continue to talk to children about what is happening around the 
world and encourage them to be globally aware.  Newsround is a fantastic program to watch. 

HISTORY  
Ancient Egypt 
Gods and goddesses 

Encourage an interest in History and how we can learn from people in the past.  Support children in their research and questions.  
Read textbooks on Ancient Egypt – local libraries will contain these.  There is also plenty of information available online. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/ks2bitesize/science/
https://www.youtube.com/user/crashcoursekids
https://www.youtube.com/user/scishowkids
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Life after death 
Objects and artefacts 
The River Nile 
Hieroglyphics 
 
 

 

 

ART  
Ancient Egypt 
 
Art 

Create, design and devise collective 
work. Using a range of mediums 
create large scale co-operative 
sarcophagus. 

Explore and experiment with collage 
materials to create Egyptian 
portraits. 
  
DT 
To design, make and evaluate 
structures of pharaoh headdresses.  

 

Encourage children to be creative at home, drawing, sketching, cutting etc.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MUSIC PARENTS CAN HELP BY 

Music 
Recorders 
Learning about the treble clef. 
Bugsy Malone 

Encourage boys to listen to different types of music 
Helping to learn lines at home. 
Practicing the recorder on a regular basis.  

PE & GAMES PARENTS CAN HELP BY 
 
 
(2) RUGBY - Developing: 
Passing, running with the ball, 
agility, basic attacking & 
defending skills, positioning in 
attack & defence, 

. 
 
Questioning / discuss students’ development and what skills and activities have been covered during their lessons to reinforce 
learning. 
 
Helping the students set personal targets and discussing this with PE & Games staff.  
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communication and appropriate 
sportsmanship throughout 
 
(3) SWIMMING - Developing:  
Water confidence, safety and 
stroke techniques in 
differentiated ability groups 
 
.  
 

Allow students to become involved in external clubs and associations (regardless of the sport & activity) to provide the opportunity 
to broaden their physical and mental experiences in different sporting and physical activity environments. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

RS HOW PARENTS CAN HELP 
Christianity 
Main views of Christians 
Who is Jesus? 
The Easter Story 

Parents can help by: Visit places of worship locally and when on holiday.  Look at features of religious buildings. 
Point out religious signs and symbols in your local area. 
Discuss ceremonies attended e.g. weddings, baptisms etc. 
Discuss festivals with friends of different religions. 
 
 

COMPUTER SCIENCE HOW PARENTS CAN HELP 
Computerised Animation – 
Pupils will be learning how to 
create animation using key 
frames and a frame by frame 
animation method. 
PowerPoint for Presentations 
and Websites.  
We will look at the key skills in 
making a good presentation. 
Next  pupils will study websites 
and hyperlinks. Using 
PowerPoint to build a website 

Developing typing skills – a list of games and websites to use will be on the website.  
Allowing children to practice saving and opening documents, and using their skills while using the various Microsoft office 
applications. 
When undertaking research, discuss the search terms that they are using, thinking carefully about keywords to use to get more 

precise results.  
Practicing skills at home. Some skills are difficult but a lot of Computer Science requires pupils to use free or web based software.  

PSHEE HOW PARENTS CAN HELP 
The two themes for this terms 
work on developing children’s 
social, emotional and 
behavioural skills will be ‘Going 
for Goals’ and ‘Good to be me’. 
We will be exploring how 
children can motivate 
themselves in their learning and 

Continue to allow and encourage an open dialogue with your children. 
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across the school. As part of the 
theme they will be asked to set 
their own goals, think about 
how they learn best and 
consider how they might make 
wise choices.  
Each theme will start with an 
assembly and will be followed 
up in class, during tutor time 
and PSE lessons.  
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How parents can help with homework: 

It is common knowledge that children are more successful in school when parents take an active interest in their homework — it shows kids that what 

they do is important. 

Of course, helping with homework shouldn't mean spending hours hunched over a desk. Parents can be supportive by demonstrating study and 

organization skills, explaining a tricky problem, or just encouraging children to focus or even take a break.  

Here are some handy homework guidelines: 

1. Engage with the teachers — understand what they're looking for. Attend school events, such as Parent Information Meetings and 

Parents’ Evenings, to meet your child's teachers. Ask about their homework and how you should be involved. 

2. Provide a homework-friendly space. Make sure children have a well-lit area to complete homework tasks. Keep supplies of paper, pencils, 

glue, scissors — within reach. 

3. Set up a regular homework time. Some children work best in the afternoon, after school, following a snack and play period; others may 

prefer to wait until after dinner. 

4. Help them make a plan. On heavier homework nights or if there are other after school commitments, encourage your child to break up the 

work into manageable chunks.  

5. Be aware of distractions. No television, loud music, emailing, texting, unnecessary web surfing, gadget fiddling, phone calls or 

interruptions from siblings. 
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6. Make sure children complete their own work. Children won't learn if they are not independent thinkers and are not allowed to make 

mistakes. Parents can provide suggestions and help with directions, but it's a child’s job to do the learning. 

7. Be a motivator and monitor. Ask about assignments, assessments and tests. Give encouragement, check completed homework, sign 

homework diary and make yourself available for questions and concerns. 

8. Set a good example. Do your children ever see you diligently working on a project or reading a book? Children are more likely to follow 

their parents' examples than their advice. 

9. Praise their good work and efforts. Display grade cards, homework feedback or good work on the refrigerator or a notice board. Mention 

achievements to relatives. 

10. If there are continuing problems with homework, get help. Talk about it with your child's teachers. Some children have trouble seeing 

the board and may need glasses; others might struggle with organization, need an evaluation for a learning problem or attention disorder. 
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