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ENGLISH  PARENTS CAN HELP BY 
Comprehension and 
Composition 

 
Novel study:  ‘Friend and Foe’  

by Michael Morpurgo. 

 

Poetry – Creating images, 
onomatopoeia, The Sound 
Collector., learning a poem off-
by-heart. 
 
Stories with historical settings 
 
Diary, Informal letters, 
sequencing, descriptive writing, 
character and settings. 
 
Spelling 
 
Grammar/Word 
 
 

Reading/enjoying literature 
Above all, please make sure that boys read as often and as widely as possible (including set novels if applicable).  The English 
Department has sent home suggested reading lists for each year group.  However, boys should feel free to read anything in which 
they are interested including newspapers, magazines, comics, play-scripts, fiction or non-fiction.  Boys are expected to read for 20 
minutes, three times between Monday and Thursday and for one hour over the weekend.  Boys in Years 4-8 should record their 
reading on their reading record book and have it signed by an adult.  Once a week, boys should read to, and discuss a text with, an 
adult or older sibling.  Discussion might focus on the behaviour and personality of characters, predicting what might happen next 
and themes such as conflict. 
Libraries are fantastic places, especially on a rainy day in the holiday! 
Audio tapes are excellent for long car journeys. 
Going to the theatre and/or the cinema provides excellent entertainment and intellectual stimulation. 
Spelling 
Please make sure that boys fill in their spelling grid each night and complete associated weekly prep (if applicable).  In addition, they 
should also be tested on these words (by an adult/older sibling) on a separate piece of paper to double-check knowledge. 

Spelling games - e.g. Scrabble - provide family fun.  Spelling Shed is a great online resource for developing vocabulary and practising 

spellings.  https://www.spellingshed.com/ 
 
Vocabulary 
Chat!  Watch News Roundup and talk about world events. 
Crosswords extend vocabulary. 
Boys should get into the habit of using a thesaurus when writing. 
Verbal reasoning papers e.g. Bond Assessment are available from WHSmith etc.  11+ VR papers and packs are sent home each week 
with the boys along with extension writing activities and comprehensions for those boys writing Entrance exams. 
 

MATHS PARENTS CAN HELP BY 
Number – Number and place 
value 

 

Number – Addition and 
subtraction of 4-digit numbers 

 

Geometry – Properties of shape, 
angles 

 

Number – Multiplication and 
division – formal written methods  

 

Number – Fractions, hundredths 
and non-unit fractions 

 

Year 4’s main texts are: Collins Busy Ant Maths & Target Maths 4 or 5. 
 
Boys will receive Maths homework once a week, in addition to practising times tables each night. They need to aim to be able to 
recall multiplication and division facts up to 12 x 12 by the end of Year 4. Some weeks Maths homework will be a written task, to be 
completed in their homework book, and some weeks it will be an online task. All boys have an online subscription to Mangahigh 
(www.mangahigh.com). Each boy has a login to this website, which has lessons, activities and games. They can use it for revision and 
consolidation as well as for homework. 
 
Homework should take no longer than half an hour. Pupils should use an HB pencil. Please put a note in your son’s diary or send an 
email (t.hunt@stedwardsprep.com) if there was a problem.  
 
 
Help can be given testing you son regularly for example, daily in the car to and from school, on: 

https://www.spellingshed.com/
http://www.mangahigh.com/
mailto:t.hunt@stedwardsprep.com
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Measurement – converting 
between units of length 

 

Number – addition and 
subtraction – formal written 
methods 

 

Statistics – bar charts and time 
graphs 

 

Number – Multiplication and 
division 

 

Number – Decimals, comparing 
numbers with two decimal places. 
Dividing numbers by 10 and 100. 

 

Measurement – Perimeter and 
area. 

 

 

 Times tables (as well as asking 4 x2 equals what?, you should also ask 8 divided by 4 equals what?) 

 The time – your son should be able to say it in words e.g. twenty to four, write it down as 3.40pm and as a digital clock 
15:40. 

 Basic conversions between fractions and decimals e.g. what is half (½) as a decimal?  
There are also some fantastic Maths games online, which your son will thoroughly enjoy playing. For further practice at home, WH 
Smiths stock some excellent revision materials (e.g. CGP, Galore Park, Schofield & Sims). Talk about Maths with your child during 
everyday activities, e.g. when driving you can discuss speed, metric and imperial measures, time, shapes – almost anything can be 
linked to solving Maths problems.  
Help your son to tell the time and solve problems involving time – both analogue and digital clock, as well as converting between the 
two.  

Consolidate mathematical vocabulary e.g. prime numbers, common multiples, factors, product, perimeter, area, the Usborne Junior 
Illustrated Dictionary of Maths is excellent.  

Pupils can also play on the relevant topic games from websites such as:  

https://www.topmarks.co.uk 

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/z826n39 

https://nrich.maths.org/primary 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/skillswise/game/ma13tabl-game-tables-grid-find 

Finally, why not attend Maths Club on Wednesdays (lunch time) to boost, consolidate and extend your Maths skills? 
 

SCIENCE PARENTS CAN HELP BY 
Keeping Warm – this topic looks 
at heat and temperature.  How 
can we keep things hot and how 
can we cool things down? 
 
Changing state – this topic looks 
at the three main states of 
matter (solids, liquids and gases) 
and how heating/cooling can be 
used to change state 

Keeping Warm:  Read thermometers together, carry out simple experiments e.g. under close supervision see what temperature 
water boils at when cooking pasta with salt and without salt.  Look at the insulation in the loft/roof and discuss its properties.  
Examine the adaptations that animals have to keep warm or stay cool e.g. polar bears have small ears whereas desert foxes / 
elephants have large ears.   
Changing State: Make ice cubes and measure how quickly they melt when left out of the freezer. How can this be 
increased/decreased? What happens to ice when it melts? What happens to water when it freezes/boils? What happens to clothes 
when they dry?  
General help: 
• Helping boys to learn keyword spellings (usually given at the start of the topic) 
• Useful websites to help with each topic: http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/ks2bitesize/science/  or www.scibermonkey.org 
• A CGP Key Stage 2 revision guide, available from book stores, will aid prep and revision activities throughout key stage 2         
                (years 3-6). 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/z826n39
https://nrich.maths.org/primary
http://www.bbc.co.uk/skillswise/game/ma13tabl-game-tables-grid-find
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You tube Science videos: 
https://www.youtube.com/user/crashcoursekids 
https://www.youtube.com/user/scishowkids 
 

GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP PARENTS CAN HELP BY 

FRENCH 
Introducing ourselves 
Numbers 
Colours 
Animals 
Family and pets 
Telling the time 
Hobbies and sports 

Encouraging the boys to share the French they have learnt at school with them at home. 
Youtube – Alain le Lait has some super French songs that you can look at with your boys. 
Play simple games in French or reading a simple French story. 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/user/crashcoursekids
https://www.youtube.com/user/scishowkids
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HISTORY/GEOGRAPHY PARENTS CAN HELP BY 
History  

What was it like for children 
during WW2? 
 
 
 

Geog 
Mountains  

 

History - There are many brilliant opportunities to learn about History with your families. Talking to grandparents, aunts and uncles 
about their memories of events in the past are invaluable. There is also a wealth of brilliant museums around our local area: Reading 
Museum, The British Museum, The Ashmoleum Museum (Oxford), the Ure Museum (Reading) etc. are fabulous places as well as a 
whole feast of fantastic museums around London. 
Explore local history – find out what is on your doorstep such as when your house was built or famous people who came from your 
ea Encourage your son to watch the news – this is history in the making 
 
 
Pupils will learn and understand were the continents of the world are located.  
Find and locate the major mountain ranges in the world. 
The 7 summits of the world 
What are mountains 
Different types of mountains 

ART PARENTS CAN HELP BY 
Art/Design Technology 

 
 
ROMAN ART 
 

- Mosaics 

Researching mosaics, making a 

fish mosaic and progressing to 

designing their own mosaic. 

 

- Making a Roman 

Emperor collage  

Sketching a portrait in pencil, 
copying drawings of Roman 
emperors, designing and making 
own Roman emperor collage 
using tissue paper. 
 

There are some excellent examples of Roman mosaics at the Ashmolean Museum in Oxford and the Roman ruins at Silchester are 
also worth a visit. Reading Museum also has fantastic galleries to visit: https://www.readingmuseum.org.uk/your-visit/permanent-
galleries/silchester-gallery  
 
How parents can help: 
• Visit art galleries, when possible, and discuss techniques, interpretation, likes and dislikes. 
• Stock up on coloured pencils, pens, paints, clay, glue and paper. Let your son build with Lego, junk, construction kits 
 and natural materials. 
• Encourage your son be creative and complete a project independently. Interest and praise for a child’s creation will 
 boost his self-confidence. 
• Complete an arts and crafts project as a family. This can help to develop new skills a child may not be aware of and  increase 
self-esteem. 
• Allow your son to experiment through drawing and making things. This could be the key to his creativity and help  his 
imaginative writing. 
• Allow your son to handle scissors and art tools. This will improve important fine motor skills, coordination and hand 
 and arm strength. 
• Let your son get messy with glue, paint and glitter. Creating new colours are essential learning experiences which  help 
broaden a child’s knowledge base. 
• Let designing, creating and making things be valued and a positive, relaxing experience.  
 

MUSIC PARENTS CAN HELP BY 

Music 
Bugsy Malone 

 
Encourage children to listen to music- all different types of music! Classical, pop, rock etc.  
Learn lines at home 

https://www.readingmuseum.org.uk/your-visit/permanent-galleries/silchester-gallery
https://www.readingmuseum.org.uk/your-visit/permanent-galleries/silchester-gallery
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Instruments from around the 
world 
Songs from around the world.  

Try and listen to different radio station in the car for inspiration! 
Explore different genres of music on YouTube. 
Watch a live orchestra and discuss likes and dislikes, 

PE/GAMES PARENTS CAN HELP BY: 
 
(1) RUGBY - Developing: 
Passing, running with the ball, 
agility, basic attacking & 
defending skills, positioning in 
attack & defence, 
communication and appropriate 
sportsmanship throughout 
 
(2) SWIMMING - Developing:  
Water confidence, safety and 
stroke techniques in 
differentiated ability groups 
 
 
  

. 
 
Questioning / discuss students’ development and what skills and activities have been covered during their lessons to reinforce 
learning. 
 
Helping the students set personal targets and discussing this with PE & Games staff.  
 
Allow students to become involved in external clubs and associations (regardless of the sport & activity) to provide the opportunity 
to broaden their physical and mental experiences in different sporting and physical activity environments. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RS HOW PARENTS CAN HELP 
Buddhism 
 
The Bible 

Point out religious signs and symbols in your local area. 
 
Discuss different religious texts and beliefs.  
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COMPUTER SCIENCE HOW PARENTS CAN HELP 
Handling and Organising data – 
pupils will look up how to 
organise and search data using 
excel.  
Websites 
Pupils will look at using an 
online editor to create a website 
 

Developing typing skills – a list of games and websites to use will be on the website.  
Allowing children to practice saving and opening documents, and using their skills while using the various Microsoft office 
applications. 
When undertaking research, discuss the search terms that they are using, thinking carefully about keywords to use to get more 

precise results.  
Practicing skills at home. Some skills are difficult but a lot of Computer Science requires pupils to use free or web based software. For 
example, in the second half of the term we will be using wix.com that pupils can create free accounts at home. This will need 
parental supervision as this is a professional tool and there is the ability to buy functions. 
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How parents can help with homework: 

It is common knowledge that children are more successful in school when parents take an active interest in their homework — it shows kids that what 

they do is important. 

Of course, helping with homework shouldn't mean spending hours hunched over a desk. Parents can be supportive by demonstrating study and 

organization skills, explaining a tricky problem, or just encouraging children to focus or even take a break.  

Here are some handy homework guidelines: 

1. Engage with the teachers — understand what they're looking for. Attend school events, such as Parent Information Meetings and 

Parents’ Evenings, to meet your child's teachers. Ask about their homework and how you should be involved. 

2. Provide a homework-friendly space. Make sure children have a well-lit area to complete homework tasks. Keep supplies of paper, pencils, 

glue, scissors — within reach. 

3. Set up a regular homework time. Some children work best in the afternoon, after school, following a snack and play period; others may 

prefer to wait until after dinner. 

4. Help them make a plan. On heavier homework nights or if there are other after school commitments, encourage your child to break up the 

work into manageable chunks.  

5. Be aware of distractions. No television, loud music, emailing, texting, unnecessary web surfing, gadget fiddling, phone calls or 

interruptions from siblings. 
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6. Make sure children complete their own work. Children won't learn if they are not independent thinkers and are not allowed to make 

mistakes. Parents can provide suggestions and help with directions, but it's a child’s job to do the learning. 

7. Be a motivator and monitor. Ask about assignments, assessments and tests. Give encouragement, check completed homework, sign 

homework diary and make yourself available for questions and concerns. 

8. Set a good example. Do your children ever see you diligently working on a project or reading a book? Children are more likely to follow 

their parents' examples than their advice. 

9. Praise their good work and efforts. Display grade cards, homework feedback or good work on the refrigerator or a notice board. Mention 

achievements to relatives. 

10. If there are continuing problems with homework, get help. Talk about it with your child's teachers. Some children have trouble seeing 

the board and may need glasses; others might struggle with organization, need an evaluation for a learning problem or attention disorder. 


