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ENGLISH  PARENTS CAN HELP BY 
ENGLISH: 
 
Novels and Plays: 
 
‘Woner’ by RJ Palacio 
 
‘Two Weeks with the Queen’ by 
Morris Gleitzman 
 
Spelling/Language/Grammar: 
 
Antonyms, synonyms, informal and 
formal language, conjunctions, 
relative pronouns, possessive 
pronouns, collective nouns, abstract 
nouns, adverbs, adjectives, 
determiners, imperatives, semicolons, 
colons, dashes, Figures of Speech, 
sentence construction, clauses, 
phrases 

Reading/enjoying literature 
Please make sure that boys read as often and as widely as possible. Reading ’Wonder’ and ‘Two Weeks with the Queen’ will 
be set as a homework from time to time throughout the unit.   
Other reading 
The English Department has suggested reading lists but do take advice from knowledgeable library and bookshop staff as well 
as from class teachers. We encourage the boys to read anything in which they are interested including newspapers, 
magazines, comics, play-scripts, fiction or non-fiction.  Boys are expected to read for 20 minutes, at least three times between 
Monday and Thursday and for one hour over the weekend.  It is also helpful for boys to regularly read to (daily if possible), 
and discuss a text with, an adult or older sibling.   
Libraries are fantastic places, especially on a rainy day in the holiday! 
Audio tapes are excellent for long car journeys. 
Going to the theatre and/or the cinema provides excellent entertainment and intellectual stimulation. 
The Reading Race is always ongoing along with The Awesome Book Awards. 
Vocabulary 
Spelling lists are linked to vocabulary development, please help boys to find definitions and synonyms. 
Boys should get into the habit of using a thesaurus when writing. 

https://www.spellingshed.com/ 
 
Verbal reasoning papers e.g. Bond Assessment are available from WHSmith etc.  extended writing packs and comprehension 
and reading tasks are given to the boys each and every week in preparation for Grammar and Independent entrance exams. 
Handwriting 
Please encourage boys to take care with their presentation and handwriting. Handwriting practice sheets are available from 
the class teacher and are also available at WH Smiths. 
 
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/  

MATHS PARENTS CAN HELP BY 
Number – Number and place value 

• negative numbers 

Algebra –  

Use simple formulae, linear sequences, 
equations with two unknowns 

Geometry – Properties of shape 

• draw 2D shapes using given dimensions 
and angles.  

Find missing angles algebraically  

Number – Multiplication and division 

• practise multiplication for larger numbers, 
using the formal written methods of short 
and long multiplication  

Number – Decimals 

• multiply one-digit numbers with up to two 
decimal places by whole numbers. 

Measurement - mass 

Year 6 main texts are: Collins Busy Ant Maths, Target Maths 6 and Essential Maths 8C 
 

There are so many ways to get your son interested in Maths at home. Regular, short sharp sessions are best. No longer than 
half an hour at a time. 

Boys will receive Maths homework once a week, in addition to practising times tables each night. They need to be able to 
confidently recall all multiplication and division facts up to 12 x 12. Some weeks Maths homework will be a written task, to be 
completed in their homework book, showing their workings out clearly. Some weeks it will be an online task. All boys have an 
online subscription to Mangahigh (www.mangahigh.com), each boy has a login to this website, which has lessons, activities and 
games. They can use it for revision and consolidation as well as for homework. 
 

https://www.spellingshed.com/
http://www.mangahigh.com/
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• use, read, write and convert between 
measurements of mass, using decimal 
notation up to three decimal places.  

Number – Fractions 

• use common factors to simplify fractions. 

Add and subtract fractions 

Divide proper fractions by whole numbers 

Ratio and proportion 

• recognise proportionality, solve problems 
involving ration and proportion. 

Statistics – pie charts and line graphs 

Interpret and construct pie charts and line 
graphs. 

Draw graphs with two variables. 

Calculate and interpret the mean. 

Number – Multiplication and division – 
long division 

Divide numbers involving decimals. 

Measurement – Perimeter and area 

Recognise when it is possible to use 
formulae for area of shapes. 

Calculate the area of parallelograms and 
triangles.  

 

Homework should take no longer than half an hour. Pupils should use an HB pencil. Please put a note in your son’s diary or 
send an email (t.hunt@stedwardsprep.com) if there was a problem.  
 
There are also some fantastic Maths games online, which your son will thoroughly enjoy playing. For further practice at home, 
WH Smiths stock some excellent revision materials (e.g. CGP, Galore Park, Schofield & Sims). Talk about Maths with your child 
during everyday activities, e.g. when driving you can discuss speed, metric and imperial measures, time, shapes – almost 
anything can be linked to solving Maths problems.  
Help your son to tell the time and solve problems involving time – both analogue and digital clock, as well as converting 
between the two.  
 

Consolidate mathematical vocabulary e.g. prime numbers, square numbers, common multiples, factors, product, perimeter, 
area, volume, ratio and proportion. The Usborne Junior Illustrated Dictionary of Maths is excellent.  

 

Pupils can also play on the relevant topic games from websites such as:  

https://www.topmarks.co.uk 

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/z826n39 

https://nrich.maths.org/primary 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/skillswise/game/ma13tabl-game-tables-grid-find 

 

Finally, why not attend Maths Club on Fridays (lunch time) to boost, consolidate and extend your Maths skills? 

SCIENCE PARENTS CAN HELP BY 
Reversible and Irreversible Changes – 
we investigate changes in state 
(physical changes) and creation of 
new materials (chemical changes) and 
discuss when can be reversed and 
which cannot. 

 

Electricity and Circuits – we draw 
circuit diagrams and build electrical 

Reversible and Irreversible Changes – Discussing/investigating physical changes of materials in everyday life (e.g. water 
freezing/melting/boiling) as well as chemical changes to make something new (e.g. cooking/baking; metal rusting). Recognizing 
hazard symbols on everyday chemicals (such as washing up liquid, bleach, cleaning products) and how to use them safely. We 
will also be discussing fire safety and the important steps to take if there is a fire. 

Electricity and Circuits – discuss how to use electricity safely, which appliances use electricity and which are powered by mains 
electricity or batteries.  

Useful websites to help with each topic: 

mailto:t.hunt@stedwardsprep.com
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/z826n39
https://nrich.maths.org/primary
http://www.bbc.co.uk/skillswise/game/ma13tabl-game-tables-grid-find
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circuits. We also investigate 
conductance, how to measure the 
flow of electricity around a circuit, 
resistance and how electricity is 
generated. 

 

 

BBC bite size KS2 Science revision: topic specific revision activities http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/ks2bitesize/science/ 

A key stage 2 revision guide, available from book stores, will aid prep and revision activities throughout key stage 2 (years 3-6). 

 

YouTube videos 
https://www.youtube.com/user/crashcoursekids 
https://www.youtube.com/user/scishowkids 
 

GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP PARENTS CAN HELP BY 

FRENCH 
Learning about a French town 
Understanding and giving directions 
Using prepositions 
The verb aller (to go) 
Tell the time 
Daily routine 
School subjects 
The verb faire (to do/make) 
Talk about school and favourite things 
 

Testing vocabulary learning;  
Asking your son to ‘teach’ you the content of his lesson.  
Testing grammar 

Encouraging boys with their homework. 

Asking provocative questions about the world and encourage the boys to watch or read the news on occasion and engage with 
the current issues in our nation and world. 

GEOGRAPHY PARENTS CAN HELP BY 

Biomes  Describe and understand key aspects of climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts. 
•Use maps, atlases and globes to locate countries and describe features studied. 
•Develop ideas, drawing on reading and research. 
•Develop wider skills in spoken language. 
•Pupils’ confidence, enjoyment and mastery of language should be extended though public speaking, performance and debate. 
•Use organisational devices to structure text. 
•Gain a deeper understanding of a biome as an ecological community. 
•Identify how animals and plants are adapted to suit their environment in different ways. 
•Select from and use materials, including construction materials and textiles, according to their functional properties and 
aesthetic qualities. 

HISTORY PARENTS CAN HELP BY 

The Titanic 
 

History - There are many brilliant opportunities to learn about History with your families. Talking to grandparents, aunts and 
uncles about their memories of events in the past are invaluable. There is also a wealth of brilliant museums around our local 
area: Reading Museum, The British Museum, The Ashmoleum Museum (Oxford), the Ure Museum (Reading) etc. are fabulous 
places as well as a whole feast of fantastic museums around London. 
Explore local history – find out what is on your doorstep such as when your house was built or famous people who came from 
your area. Encourage your son to watch the news – this is history in the making.  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/ks2bitesize/science/
https://www.youtube.com/user/crashcoursekids
https://www.youtube.com/user/scishowkids
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ART PARENTS CAN HELP BY 
Clay modelling – develop skills in 

using clay, slabs, coils, slips etc.  

Produce intricate patterns and 

textures in a malleable media. 

Structures 

Shape, form, model and construct 

from observation or Imagination. 

Use recycled, natural and man-

made materials to create 

sculptures.  

Plan a sculpture through drawing 

and other prep. Work 

Create ‘props’ for BUGSY MALONE 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 Taking your son on visits to Art museums, potteries, ‘Paint your own pottery’ shops - discuss techniques, 

interpretation, likes and dislikes. 

 Encouraging creativity by allowing your son to manipulate tools and media at home. Ensure he has access to crayons, 

felt pens, paint and other mark making tools. 

 Allow him to select from and use materials to create, including construction materials, textiles, glue, scissors. 

 Discuss Artists which you like including photographers, painters, ceramicists, multi media and modern artists (Banksy, 

Hirst etc)  

 Encourage your son to be creative and complete a project independently. Interest and praise for a child’s creation will 

boost his self-confidence. 

 •Complete an arts and crafts project as a family. This can help to develop new skills a child may not be aware of and 

increase self-esteem 

 .•Allow your son to experiment through drawing and making things. This could be the key to his creativity and help his 

imaginative writing. 

• Allow your son to handle scissors and art tools. This will improve important fine motor skills, coordination and hand     
and arm strength. 
• Let your son get messy with glue, paint and glitter. Creating new colours are essential learning experiences which help 
 broaden a child’s knowledge base. 
• Let designing, creating and making things be valued and a positive, relaxing experience.  

 

  

MUSIC PARENTS CAN HELP BY 

Year 6 boys will be learning to play the 
ukulele as a class. This will include: 
• Understanding chords 
• Reading TAB 
• Singing and playing 
• Composing 
• Listening and learning how to 
play different pieces of music 
 
Bugsy Malone 

Encourage children to practise their ukulele’s at home. 
Encourage children to join the choir. 
Try and listen to different radio station in the car for inspiration!  
Explore different genres of music on YouTube. 
Watch a live orchestra and discuss likes and dislikes 
Learn lines at home 
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PE/GAMES  
((1) FITNESS & CONDITIONING WORK  
(On-going focus throughout each 
activity & sport) - Developing: 
Stamina, speed and agility – including 
setting fitness goals/targets/data 
collection & evaluating personal 
performance  
 
 
(2) RUGBY - Developing: 
Passing, running with the ball, agility, 
basic attacking & defending skills, 
positioning in attack & defence, 
communication and appropriate 
sportsmanship throughout 
 
 
  

Parents can help by: 
Exposing students to the activities either in practical and / or visual form to allow the opportunity to experience how the 
activities, skills and game requirements are learned / played at various levels and can therefore be developed. 
 
Developing students’ awareness of the activities that they may otherwise be unfamiliar with (eg; Volleyball).  
 
Using media resources (eg; BBC Sport website / You Tube) to show examples of how the activities and sports covered are 
played at a top-class level. 
 
Questioning / discuss students’ development and what skills and activities have been covered during their lessons to reinforce 
learning. 
 
Helping the students set personal targets and discussing this with PE & Games staff.  
 
Allow students to become involved in external clubs and associations (regardless of the sport & activity) to provide the 
opportunity to broaden their physical and mental experiences in different sporting and physical activity environments. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RS HOW PARENTS CAN HELP 
Justice and Freedom 
What is Freedom? 
What is Justice? 
Is Justice the same in different stories? 
How do religions influence human 
rights? 
What is more important: Freedom or 
Justice? 
Christianity 
What were the key events in Holy 
Week?  
What are ‘free will’ and ‘determinism’? 
How do they relate to the crucifixion? 
Was Jesus’s life part of a plan? Are 
ours? 
Was Jesus aware of God’s plan? 

Encourage open conversation and questioning.  Enable children to think through their viewpoints and justify them.  Facilitate 
higher-level thinking by engaging in deep conversation with them and being open with them about what your views are and 
how you came to that point. 
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What is atonement? 

COMPUTER SCIENCE HOW PARENTS CAN HELP 
Graphic Design 
Spreadsheets 
Web Design 
 
All linked to the Wishford Young 
Enterprise Project 
 
Python Programming 
Pupils will learn how to code in the 
programming language Python. 
Learning the basic commands and 
programming concepts and how to 
create basic applications. 

Developing typing skills – a list of games and websites to use will be on the website.  
Allowing children to practice saving and opening documents, and using their skills while using the various Microsoft office 
applications. 
When undertaking research, discuss the search terms that they are using, thinking carefully about keywords to use to get 
more precise results. 
 
Purchasing a USB flash drive to enable pupils to take work home. 
 
Python’s coding platform is free. It is downloadable from https://www.python.org/downloads/  

PSHE  
Whole School Values Focus 
Kindness 
Courtesy 
Independence 
Collaboration 
Problem Solving 
Being Me in My World 
Try to make our school a better place 
Think about everyone’s right to learn 
Care about other people’s feelings 
Work well with others 
 
Relationships 
How to try to solve friendship problems 
How make others feel part of a group 
How to show respect to others 
How to help other people 

Kindness 
Praise specific acts of kindness from your son. Be clear why you appreciate such actions. 
Discuss charity work and donations, why do some people give time and money and others not? 
Courtesy 
Expect courteous behaviour from your son. For example standing up for others on public transport, holding doors for others, 
waiting patiently in a queue. 
Make courteous behaviour at home the norm and insist on manners from your son, even to you his parents! 
Independence 
Challenge your son to complete tasks by himself, even if it’s quicker and less messy to do it yourself! Making a sandwich for 
lunch or, for older boys, making a cake or pudding. 
Supermarket shopping: Younger boys can find specific items within a section, eg carrots while you are in the vegetable aisle. 
Older boys might be able to find all the items on your list and meet you at the café! 
Most boys, certainly in prep school, should be able to dress themselves with no adult in the room. If this is new for your son, 
work up to it gradually and use praise and rewards for independence. 
Collaboration 
Model this by completing projects for school. Maybe work on a larger piece of homework together? Perhaps let your son take 
the lead and you follow? 
Praise when your son helps your complete jobs around the house or garden. Be specific about why you are appreciative that 
he has helped. 
Problem Solving 
Have fun on some online games together. 
Go on an outdoor adventure. 
Let your son puzzle over how to solve things at home before jumping in with the most sensible option. 

 

https://www.python.org/downloads/
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Useful websites 
http://www.bbc.co.uk 
http://www.atschool.co.uk 
http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk 
http://www.schoolhistory.co.uk 
http://www.primaryinteractive.co.uk 

http://www.atschool.co.uk/
http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/
http://www.schoolhistory.co.uk/
http://www.primaryinteractive.co.uk/
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How parents can help with homework: 

It is common knowledge that children are more successful in school when parents take an active interest in their homework — it shows kids that what 

they do is important. 

Of course, helping with homework shouldn't mean spending hours hunched over a desk. Parents can be supportive by demonstrating study and 

organization skills, explaining a tricky problem, or just encouraging children to focus or even take a break.  

Here are some handy homework guidelines: 

1. Engage with the teachers — understand what they're looking for. Attend school events, such as Parent Information Meetings and 

Parents’ Evenings, to meet your child's teachers. Ask about their homework and how you should be involved. 

2. Provide a homework-friendly space. Make sure children have a well-lit area to complete homework tasks. Keep supplies of paper, pencils, 

glue, scissors — within reach. 

3. Set up a regular homework time. Some children work best in the afternoon, after school, following a snack and play period; others may 

prefer to wait until after dinner. 

4. Help them make a plan. On heavier homework nights or if there are other after school commitments, encourage your child to break up the 

work into manageable chunks.  

5. Be aware of distractions. No television, loud music, emailing, texting, unnecessary web surfing, gadget fiddling, phone calls or 

interruptions from siblings. 
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6. Make sure children complete their own work. Children won't learn if they are not independent thinkers and are not allowed to make 

mistakes. Parents can provide suggestions and help with directions, but it's a child’s job to do the learning. 

7. Be a motivator and monitor. Ask about assignments, assessments and tests. Give encouragement, check completed homework, sign 

homework diary and make yourself available for questions and concerns. 

8. Set a good example. Do your children ever see you diligently working on a project or reading a book? Children are more likely to follow 

their parents' examples than their advice. 

9. Praise their good work and efforts. Display grade cards, homework feedback or good work on the refrigerator or a notice board. Mention 

achievements to relatives. 

10. If there are continuing problems with homework, get help. Talk about it with your child's teachers. Some children have trouble seeing 

the board and may need glasses; others might struggle with organization, need an evaluation for a learning problem or attention disorder. 


