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“Inspired to Collaboratively Serve the St Edward’s Family and Community” 

 

 
 
10th January 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
 

A very happy New Year to you all and an equally warm welcome back to school for what promises to be 

an exciting Spring Term at St Ed’s. 

 

Parents should by now have received their child’s Theme of Investigation (ToI) Overview and a Theme of 

Investigation Newsletter from your child’s Form teacher. This is to provide you with an insight into the 

curriculum coverage and content in the ‘Our Planet’ Theme of Investigation that has started with our 

return to school after the break. I hope that it has proved to be useful and informative, however if you 

have any questions please feel free to speak with your child’s form teacher in the first instance.  

 

Our Pupil Profile Characteristic that we will focus on for the first half term will be the characteristic of 

‘caring’. This was introduced to our boys at our Welcome Back Assembly held on Monday. ‘Caring’ is 

linked to the ToI of ‘Our Planet’ and I look forward to seeing our boys embodying this characteristic in all 

that they do at school.  

 

Mrs Wilson and Mrs Mahmood have started their roles as part of the St Ed’s Family and have enjoyed an 

easy and happy transition into our school – having spoken to numerous pupils, I am told that they all 

feel inspired by their new teachers already. Mrs Wilson would also like to introduce herself to the 

parents of the children in her form and will be holding a Year 4 Parents Introduction Evening on 

Thursday 16th January from 4.15pm to 5.00pm. It is a wonderful opportunity to meet her and she is 

looking forward to introducing herself to as many Year 4 parents as possible.  

 

Parents should also have now received their child’s Autumn Term Report, which is an important part of 

our feedback regarding academic progress and socio-emotional development. The reports received 

were comprehensive and I hope gave clear insight into your child’s learning at St Ed’s. If there is 

anything that you would like to discuss with your child’s teacher, we will hold Parents Evenings again 

this term during which you are most welcome to discuss details. Our team are also very happy to meet 

with parents individually at any time should you wish to discuss any concerns.  
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I should also like to clarify the following channels of communication that are used at St Ed’s for 

individual matters related to our school:  

 

CONTACT: METHOD: RESPONSE TIME: ADDRESS: 

Teachers Email  Within 24 hours teacher email address 

Deputy Head Email Within 24 hours Jonathan.parsons@stedwardsprep.com 

Headmaster Email Within 24 hours hmpa@stedwardsprep.com 

Finance Email Within 24 hours t.glass@stedwardsprep.com or 

finance@stedwardsprep.com 

General Queries Email Within 24 hours admin@stedwardsprep.com 

   

Other forms of ‘in class’ feedback to parents include ‘Class Dojo’ and ‘Tapestry’ (only in Little Griffins 

and Reception). Class Dojo is not a channel of communication and is used only to update parents on 

their child’s House Points. ‘Tapestry’, which is used only in the Early Years (Little Griffins and Reception), 

is used by Miss Cromore and Mrs James to share and record progress in the Early Years with parents. 

 

The majority of our communication is sent via email to individual parents but occasionally it is necessary 

for us to send an individual text message if there are any matters that require your urgent attention – 

we do our best to ensure that text messages are limited and are matters that cannot be delayed.     

 

We held our House Captain voting procedures this week and I am delighted to announce that the House 

Captains for the Spring Term are as follows: 

 

St David’s – Yanting Zhu 

St Patrick’s – Isaac Pappenberger 

St George’s – Christian Garang 

St Andrew’s – Musa Ahmed 

 

The forthcoming week also sees our Student Council Meetings start for the New Year and Ms Elwood 

and I are looking forward to hearing our new Council’s thoughts and ideas.  

 

The Wishford Weekend for Year 6 boys will be held on the weekend of 19th and 20th June – further 

details regarding this will follow closer to the event. The Year 6 Enterprise Project commences this term 

too and will be launched at our Celebration Assembly on Friday 17th January, all Year 6 parents are 

warmly invited to attend. Mrs Andrew, Mr Parsons and myself will coordinate this with the Year 6 pupils 

over the course of this term and detailed arrangements will be described at the launch.  
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The Year 5 and Year 6 Residential Trip will take place from 29th June to 1st July 2020. Our boys will be 

going to Osmington Bay for 2 nights and 3 days and will enjoy a fun-filled experience of leadership, team 

building and adventure. An information evening will be held on Tuesday, 28th January at 4.15pm during 

which all details, arrangements and a payment plan will be explained. 

 

Arrangements are in place for our ‘Leavers Hoodies’, we will be in touch with Year 6 parents next week 

in order to confirm the details for orders, well ahead of time.  

 

The Year 3 and Year 4 Overnight Trip is currently being planned and arrangements and details will be 

finalised as soon as possible. Mrs Wilson and Miss Chandler will update you all soon. 

 

From a musical perspective our senior choir will attend ‘Voice in a Million’ at Wembley stadium soon 

and our chamber choir will perform at the Pangbourne College Choir Festival this term. Mrs Hagyard will 

write to parents to confirm the arrangements as soon as they are available to her.  

 

On the sports front, we look forward to a packed calendar of rugby fixtures and coaching is underway 

with all age groups. This week LVS Ascot invited us to attend a Year 3 and Year 4 Swimming Gala on 4th 

February at 4pm. We have graciously accepted their invitation and selected boys will receive a letter 

from Mr Bovingdon in due course. 

 

There has also been much ‘behind the scenes’ maintenance and repair work carried out over the Festive 

Season. Tree branches that have threatened to fall have been removed, several upgrades in the school 

plumbing have been completed and we have completed re-painting in some areas of the school. There 

are now a set of storage boxes that have been created in the Pre-Prep changing rooms to ensure that 

there is sufficient, hygienic storage for bags and equipment for our boys.  

 

I am very grateful to our maintenance team for ensuring that our school is always in tip-top condition 

and I am indebted to our Admin Team who work tirelessly to keep the school functioning over the 

Christmas Holiday period – thank you all very much. 

 

I am sure that you will all agree that there is much to look forward to this term and that it promises to 

be an exciting start to the year.     

 

Kind regards, 

 

Derek Suttie 

Headmaster 
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