
 

 

 

Year 2 Autumn 2021 Curriculum Overview 

Whole School Theme: Who are we?  

Year 2 Inquiry: Knowing Ourselves Contributes to our Personal Health 

   

Skills and Concepts 

Research  
Formulating questions, Observing, Planning, collecting data, 

recording data, organising data, interpreting data, presenting 
findings,  

  

Communication  
Listening, Speaking, Reading, Writing, Viewing, Presenting, 

Non-verbal communication, Digital understanding  
  
  
  

Self-Management  
Gross motor skills, Fine motor skills, Spatial awareness, 

Organisation, Time management, Safety, Healthy Lifestyle, 
Behaviour, Informed choices, Work ethic  

  

Social 
Accepting responsibility, Group decision making, adopting a 
variety of group roles, respecting others, resolving conflict, 
Cooperating and collaborating, Social and environmental 
responsibility, Global awareness, Leadership, Developing 

entrepreneurship  
  

Critical Thinking  
Knowledge acquisition, Comprehension, Application, Analysis, 

Synthesis, Evaluation, Didactical thought, Metacognition  
  

 Main Conceptual Learning 

Health and Wellbeing 

 

  



 
 

  
Maths English Science History 

Number - Number and Place value; recognise, 

count, read, write, compare and order 

numbers to at least 50. Identify the number of 

tens and ones in a 2-digit number. Recognise 

and use the equality signs ≤ ≥ and = signs. 

Apply knowledge of place value to solve 

problems 

Geometry – Properties of shapes; recognise 

and use 2D shapes. Describe and match the 

properties of 2D shapes including number of 

sides and vertices. Identify vertical line 

symmetry in 2D shapes. Draw straight lines 

using a ruler and join straight lines to form 

accurate 2D shapes. Sort shapes using a given 

criteria and identify different ways of sorting 

2D shapes. Understand the term 

‘quadrilateral’.  

Measurement (length and height); 

Understand what is meant by length, height, 

and width/breadth. Estimate and measure 

lengths, heights and widths of different 

objects. Use rulers to measure accurately. 

Compare and order 2 or more lengths, heights 

or widths. Record measurements using ≥ , ≤ 

and =. 

 

Factual writing 

Write postcards and holidays memories 

Facts about themselves  

Diary – holiday – favourite day  
Postcards  

Information texts; how they are set out with 
headings, captions, contents pages, indexes, 
glossaries 

Poems…The senses; adjectival phrases, 

The senses; acrostics, shape poems traditional 

rhymes 

Story writing; 
Fiction 
Stories with familiar settings • 
 Oral and written retelling - Use conjunctions 
to join ideas in longer sentences 
Co-ordination: using ‘and’, ‘or’ and ‘but’ 
(Compound) 
Subordination: using ‘when’, ‘where’, ‘if’, 
‘that’ and ‘because’ 

 

 

Science; How can we look after ourselves in 
order to stay healthy?  

The boys will learn that animals (including 
humans) grow and reproduce. They can use 
ideas about feeding and growth to learn about 
ways we need to look after ourselves to stay 
healthy.  

Experimental and investigative work focuses 
on:  

• making and recording observations and 
simple comparisons  

• presenting information in charts and tables.  

The boys will also have opportunities to 
consider ways in which science is relevant to 
their personal health and to relate science to 
aspects of their everyday life (food, exercise, 
medicines), and to recognise and control 
hazards and risks to themselves.  

 

How has health care changed over time? 

Chn will provide some criteria about what 

makes a person significant in history. • Talk 

about what they know about Florence 

Nightingale, Mary Seacole and Edith Cavell. • 

Know how Florence Nightingale, Mary Seacole 

and Edith Cavell have helped and influenced 

nursing and hospitals today. 

• October is Black History Month 

Geography – how do I live which is different 
to others? 

 
 



 
Collect data, record data, organise data, 
interpret data, present findings 
 
We will also; Count in 1/2/5/10 from any 2-

digit number 

Write numbers correctly orientated to 100  

Continue counting in 1/2/5/10 from any 2-

digit number 

Write numbers correctly orientated to 100. 

Adding by counting on. 

Estimate, measure and compare lengths. Use 

centimetre and metre Use a ruler correctly 

 Facts to 9. Missing number sequences. 

Money- pay an exact sum using coins to £2 

Geography Computer Science Music and Drama Religious Education 

How different is her life to mine?                                                     
(Using the Katie Morag stories by Mairi 
Hedderwick and my own regular visits to the 
Outer Hebrides) 
This unit shows how a storybook can be used 
to develop the boys’ understanding of 
geographical features and ideas while at the 
same time developing their literacy skills. It 
will serve to compare how their lives are very 
different to a child living on a remote Scottish 
Island. This story is about an imaginary 
Scottish island. It also offers opportunities for 
children to express their own views about 
people, places and environments. It will 
increase geographical enquiry and skills by 
allowing the boys to ask geographical 

To start the year children will refresh the 
functional skills of logging on, saving work and 
typing. We will then move on to support the 
class inquiry by asking: 
 
How can we teach others to be healthy? 
 
We will learn to code a short animation into 
10 ways to stay healthy.  
 
The children will learn to use the Scratch 
coding platform for this which can be 
accessed at www.scratch.mit.edu   

To follow How can learning about faith help us to stay 
healthy? 
Learning about Religion 
Name and Understand Harvest as a Christian 
festival and Sukkot as a Jewish festival 
Know some rituals some Christians follow at 
Harvest 
Know some rituals some Jews follow at Sukkot 
Learning from Religion 
Know and understand the importance of 
being thankful 
Know some ways people can show they are 
thankful 



 
questions; express own views; communicate 
in different ways; use geographical vocabulary 

French PSHEE Art and Design PE and Swimming 

How can communicating with others help 
us? 
 
‘I’m learning French!’ 
Find France on a map of the world, with help 
to find Europe first 
Why is it important to ask people how they 

are? Why do we need to speak other 

languages? Why do countries other than 

France speak French? 

Other topics may include: 

Animals 

Musical Instruments 

Fruits 

Vegetables 

 

How can I improve my personal wellbeing? 
 

• Sharing and discussing our thoughts 

and feelings  

• The importance of physical exercise 

on our overall well-being  

• Yoga and relaxing 

• Accepting others and our differences  

As part of our ongoing theme of ‘Outdoor 

Learning’, the Pre-prep will be enriching their 

curriculum with exciting woodland encounters 

at Pangbourne College. The boys will be 

working on scientific, creative, linguistic and 

social activities whilst also enjoying positive 

woodland experiences.  In PSHE they will be 

following the school values, learning about 

Risk, Hazardous substances and Safety Rules 

 

How can I represent myself in Art? 
Self Portrait The boys will create a self-
portrait to communicate ideas about 
themselves. They talk about images of 
children in drawings, paintings and 
photographs and artists’ self-portraits in order 
to develop ideas about how they will portray 
themselves. They investigate a range of 
drawing materials and techniques and learn 
how to mix and use colour in a painting.  
Smoothie making 

The boys will learn basic food preparation 

techniques and ways of combining 

components to create simple food products 

for a particular purpose. They develop their 

designing skills by using their own experiences 

and evaluating existing products to develop 

ideas. Through discussion, they develop 

criteria for their design proposals and suggest 

ways to proceed. They develop their making 

skills by learning to combine components 

according to taste, appearance or texture to 

create a product that contributes to a healthy 

diet. Through this activity children develop an 

awareness of health and safety and learn that 

the quality of the product depends on how 

well it is made and presented. (Please let me 

know if your son has any food allergy or 

dietary need as we will be creating and eating 

our own recipe 

What makes us Unique? 
British sports: 
Rugby, Cricket and Gymnastics. 
What makes our sports different to others?  
Does where you come from determine what 

sport you play and how you perceive sport 

 

 


