
 
 

 

 

Year 4 Autumn 2021 Curriculum Overview 

Whole School Theme: Who are we?  

Year 4 Inquiry: Different parts work together to make a whole 

   

Skills and Concepts 

Research 

Formulating questions, Observing, Planning, collecting data, 

recording data, organising data, interpreting data, presenting 

findings, 

Communication 

Listening, Speaking, Reading, Writing, Viewing, Presenting, 

Non-verbal communication, Digital understanding 

Self-Management 

Gross motor skills, Fine motor skills, Spatial awareness, 

Organisation, Time management, Safety, Healthy Lifestyle, 

Behaviour, Informed choices, Work ethic 

Social 

Accepting responsibility, Group decision making, adopting a 

variety of group roles, respecting others, resolving conflict, 

Cooperating and collaborating, Social and environmental 

responsibility, Global awareness, Leadership, Developing 

entrepreneurship 

Critical Thinking 

Knowledge acquisition, Comprehension, Application, Analysis, 

Synthesis, Evaluation, Didactical thought, Metacognition 

Main Conceptual Learning 

Relationships 

 
  

  



 
 

Maths 
 

English Science 
 

History  

 

• Revise and consolidate place 

value within numbers to 10s of 

1000s 

• Mental and written methods to 

add pairs of 4-digit numbers. 

• Mental and written strategies to 

subtract pairs of 4-digit 

numbers. 

• Recall of times tables facts to 12 

x 12 and related facts. 

• Use multiplication and division 

to find equivalent fractions. 

• Identify lines of symmetry and 

draw symmetrical shapes and 

figures. 

• Describe location using 

coordinates. 

• Recognise and describe 

translations. 

This term’s English will be based on the novel, ‘How to 
train your dragon’ by Cressida Cowell. 

During this unit, we will use our imaginations to enter the 
world of Dragons. 

Spoken Language: 

Children will listen and respond appropriately, articulate 
and justify answers, arguments and opinions. 

They will be taught to maintain attention and participate 
actively in conversations, discussions, presentations, 
arguments and debates. 

Reading: 

Children will show their understanding of what we have 
read, identifying how language, structure and 
presentation contribute to meaning. They will explain 
their answers using evidence from the text. 

Grammar: 

Children will use inverted commas to accurately indicate 
direct speech; use fronted adverbials with commas. 

Writing: 

Children will discuss structure and language features of 
the text they have studied and use what they have 
learned to plan, draft, evaluate and edit their own 
writing. 

Spelling: 

The new National Curriculum (2014) word-lists for Year 
4, 5 and 6 are statutory. The lists are a mixture of words 
boys frequently use in their writing and those which they 
often misspell. Some of the listed words may be thought 
of as quite challenging, but the words in each list will be 
taught within the four years of key stage 2 alongside 
other words are considered appropriate. 

Our inquiry question for science is ‘How do 
systems help the human body to function 
properly’?  
 
During this inquiry we will be learning about 
some of the main body systems, including 
digestion, muscles, skeleton and circulation.  
They will find out about the parts and purpose of 
each system; carry out practical investigations 
and then consider how they can use what they 
have learnt to begin to answer our main inquiry 
questions. 

N/A This term 
 

  



 
 

Geography Computer Science Music and Drama PE and Swimming 

Our inquiry question is ‘Why are rivers 
important too people?’ We will learn 
about the various parts of a river and then 
go on to consider how different 
communities make use of rivers. 

In Computer Science we will be looking at the basic 
building blocks of computer coding: loops, conditions, 
inputs and variables. We will be looking at creating a 
game based on the boys learning and understanding of 
safety. 

Studying music from different cultures around 
the world. 
Investigating playground games. 
Learning about cultural dances. 
Exploring plays from their cultures. 

The effect of exercise on the human 
body. 
How to use our muscles to complete 
different tasks. 
How different sports use different 
systems and functions. 

French PSHEE Art and Design  

This will be communicated by Madame 
Jenkins after she starts on Monday. The 
updated version will appear on the 
website by Friday of next week.  

We will look at classroom expectations, considering how 
they may have changed since year 3. We will develop 
our own Class Charter  

Our inquiry question is ‘How do artists represent 
different landscapes?’ 
We will be looking at ‘A Sunday on La Grande 
Jatte’ by Georges Seurat and then experiment 
with using a similar style to create our own 
landscapes. 
In DT we will be challenged to make a working 
model of a water mill. 

 

 

 


